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INTRODUCTION

he study of prophecy confirms that God reveals His deep mys-

teries through His prophets, fulfilling what is stated in Amos 3:7:
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret
unto His servants the prophets.” This shows that God is omniscient—
all-knowing. Solomon wrote this truth in Ecclesiastes 1:9: “The thing
that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that
which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.”

In the first half of 2026, we will study the books of the last two
major prophets of the Old Testament, Ezekiel and Daniel, who re-
ceived similar prophetic messages that are now mostly history. But
they also received vital knowledge and instruction for those living
at the end of time, right before the return of Michael, the Prince of
princes—Jesus.

The first thirteen lessons focus on the book of Ezekiel, whose name
means “Whom God will strengthen.” He was called to be a prophet
after serving as a priest. He was taken with King Jehoiakim of Judah in
the second wave of captives and began his work as a prophet for the
exiles in Babylon; he also sent messages to those who remained in
Judah. Ezekiel faithfully delivered the messages denouncing the peo-
ple and leaders’ unfaithfulness and appealed to their consciences to
repent and receive forgiveness and strength from Heaven.

Lessons 14-26 contain the major events and prophecies of the
book of Daniel, whose name means “God is my Judge.” Taken into
Babylonian captivity in the first wave of captives, Daniel was entrust-
ed with divine revelations that confirmed the principle expressed in
1 Peter 4:17: “"For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God?”

The prophecies also showed what would happen to the idola-
trous empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the
papacy, which was depicted by the little horn. All through history,
similar judgments fell on the nations and people that followed the
path of rebellion. Finally, Michael will intervene and deliver His faith-
ful people.

At a time when the world is filled with uncertainty and strife, the
books of Ezekiel and Daniel remind us today that God is in control and
that His purpose will prevail. May the study of these lessons strength-
en the faith of every student, renew his or her relationship with God,
and prepare each precious soul for the decisive events that will pre-
cede the glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let
it be our delight to live out the principles of righteousness that were
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preached by these prophets and to hope for the eternal establish-
ment of the kingdom of heaven. "... Believe in the Lord your God, so
shall ye be established; believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper.” 2
Chronicles 20:20.

God bless His people everywhere as they study these important
lessons!

—General Conference Ministerial Department
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SPECIAL SABBATH SCHOOL OFFERING
FOR the ECUADORIAN FIELD

Give your offering from your heart, as God has blessed you!

Sabbath, January 3, 2026

Ezekiel-
"Whom God Will Strengthen"

“The Lord will give strength unto His people;...” Psalm 29:11.
"While Jeremiah continued to bear his testimony in the land of Judah, the

prophet Ezekiel was raised up from among the captives in Babylon, to warn
and to comfort the exiles, and also to confirm the word of the Lord that was
being spoken through Jeremiah. During the years that remained of Zede-
kiah's reign, Ezekiel made very plain the folly of trusting to the false predic-
tions of those who were causing the captives to hope for an early return to
Jerusalem. He was also instructed to foretell, by means of a variety of symbols
and solemn messages, the siege and utter destruction of Jerusalem.” —Proph-
ets and Kings, p. 448.

1.

SUNDAY
Who was Ezekiel?

EZEKIEL 1:3 The word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest,
the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the
hand of the Lord was there upon him.

“Although Israel had ‘'mocked the messengers of God, and despised
His words, and misused His prophets’ (2 Chronicles 36:16), He had still
manifested Himself to them, as ‘the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth’ (Exodus 34:6); not-
withstanding repeated rejections, His mercy had continued its pleadings.
With more than a father’s pitying love for the son of his care, God had ‘sent
to them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He
had compassion on His people, and on His dwelling place.’ 2 Chronicles
36:15." —=The Great Controversy, p. 19.

MONDAY

Where was he around BC 593? Why?

EZEKIEL 1:1-2 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month,
in the fifth day of the month, as | was among the captives by the river of
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Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and | saw visions of God. ?In the fifth
day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity,...

2 KINGS 24:14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and
all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the crafts-
men and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of

the land.

“The Lord's merciful kindness is great toward us. He will never leave
nor forsake those who trust in Him. If we would think and talk less of our
trials and more of the mercy and goodness of God, we would find our-
selves raised above much of our gloom and perplexity. My brethren and
sisters, you who feel that you are entering upon a dark path, and like the
captives in Babylon must hang your harps upon the willows, let us make
trial of cheerful song.” —=Mind, Character, and Personality, vol. 2, p. 459.

TUESDAY
What was his primary mission?

EZEKIEL 2:1-2, 7 And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet,
and | will speak unto thee. 2And the spirit entered into me when he spake
unto me, and set me upon my feet, that | heard him that spake unto me....
’And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.

"Overpowered..., Ezekiel fell upon his face, when a voice bade him
arise and hear the word of the Lord. Then there was given him a message
of warning for Israel.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 751.

WEDNESDAY

What difficulties did the Lord tell him that he would encounter
as His spokesman?

EZEKIEL 2:3-6 And he said unto me, Son of man, | send thee to the chil-
dren of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they
and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.
“For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. | do send thee unto
them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God. °And they,
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebel-
lious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them.
$And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks,
though they be a rebellious house.

“This vision was given to Ezekiel at a time when his mind was filled with
gloomy forebodings. He saw the land of his fathers lying desolate. The city
thatwas once full of people was no longer inhabited. The voice of mirth and
the song of praise were no more heard within her walls. The prophet him-
self was a stranger in a strange land, where boundless ambition and savage
cruelty reigned supreme.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 751.
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THURSDAY
5. What loss did he feel deeply in BC 5882 Why?

EZEKIEL 24:15-21 Also the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, '“Son
of man, behold, | take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke:
yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down.
"”Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine
head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips,
and eat not the bread of men. '8So | spake unto the people in the morning:
and at even my wife died; and | did in the morning as | was commanded.
"And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are
to us, that thou doest so? 2°Then | answered them, The word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, ?'Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord
God; Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength,
the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth; and your sons and
your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.

“Christ has compared His love for the church to the love of husband
and wife....

“The warmth of true friendship and the love that binds the hearts of
husband and wife are a foretaste of heaven.” —Letters to Young Lovers,
pp. 7, 10.

FRIDAY

6. What good things did he relate concerning the future?

EZEKIEL 43:4-7, FIRST PART And the glory of the Lord came into the house
by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. °So the spirit
took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory
of the Lord filled the house. ¢And | heard him speaking unto me out of the
house; and the man stood by me. ’And he said unto me, Son of man, the
place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where | will dwell
in the midst of the children of Israel for ever....

"Plainly he foresaw the downfall of the kingdom and a scattering of
the inhabitants of Judah among the nations; but with the eye of faith he
looked beyond all this to the times of restoration. Ringing in his ears was
the divine promise: 'l will gather the remnant of My flock out of all coun-
tries whither | have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds....
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that | will raise unto David a righ-
teous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judg-
ment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel
shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby He shall be called, The
Lord Our Righteousness.' Jeremiah 23:3-6." —Prophets and Kings, p. 426.

SABBATH
7. What wonderful promises inspired him?

EZEKIEL 47:9, 12 And it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth,
which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there
shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come
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thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river
cometh.... ?And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on
that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither
shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according
to his months, because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and
the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

REVELATION 22:1-5 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. ?In the
midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there
shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be
in it; and his servants shall serve him: “And they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads. >And there shall be no night there; and
they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them
light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

“Christ died to bring to men the saving power of the gospel. Those
who cooperate with Him in carrying forward His great enterprise of mercy,
laboring with all the strength God has given them to save those nigh and
afar off, will share in the joy of the Redeemer when the redeemed host
stand around the throne of God.” —Selected Messages, book 1, p. 90.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“The Lord is coming very soon, and we are entering into scenes of calam-

ity. Satanic agencies, though unseen, are working to destroy human life. But
if our life is hid with Christ in God, we shall see of His grace and salvation.
Christ is coming to establish His kingdom on the earth. Let our tongues be
sanctified and used to glorify Him. Let us work now as we have never worked
before. We are exhorted to ‘be instant in season, out of season.’ 2 Timothy
4:2. We are to make openings for the presentation of the truth. We are to
improve every opportunity of drawing souls to Christ.” —Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, p. 62.

10
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Sabbath, January 10, 2026

God'’s Glory

“Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.” Psalm
24:10.

“These visions of future glory, scenes pictured by the hand of God, should
be dearto His children.... We need to keep ever before us this vision of things
unseen. ltis thus that we shall be able to set a right value on the things of eter-
nity and the things of time. It is this that will give us power to influence others
for the higher life.” —Child Guidance, p. 568.

SUNDAY

1. Summarize in your own words what Ezekiel saw in vision.

EZEKIEL 1:4-14 And | looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the
north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about
it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst
of the fire. >Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living
creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.
SAnd every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. ’And their
feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's
foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. éAnd they had
the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had
their faces and their wings. “Their wings were joined one to another; they
turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward. 1°As for
the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of
a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side;
they four also had the face of an eagle. ""Thus were their faces: and their
wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to
another, and two covered their bodies. ?And they went every one straight
forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when
they went. "*As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance
was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up
and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of
the fire went forth lightning. *And the living creatures ran and returned as
the appearance of a flash of lightning.

“In Ezekiel's vision, God had His hand beneath the wings of the cher-
ubim. This is to teach His servants that it is divine power that gives them
success. He will work with them if they will put away iniquity, and become
pure in heart and life. The heavenly messengers seen by Ezekiel, like a
bright light going among the living creatures with the swiftness of light-
ning, represent the speed with which this work will finally go forward
to completion. He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the
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accomplishment of His designs, can carry forward His great work harmo-
niously. That which appears to finite minds entangled and complicated,
the Lord’s hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means
to thwart the purposes of wicked counselors, and those who plot out mis-
chief” —Review and Herald, January 11, 1887.

MONDAY

What beings appeared in the heavenly vision?

EZEKIEL 10:20-22 This is the living creature that | saw under the God of
Israel by the river of Chebar; and | knew that they were the cherubims.
21Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the like-
ness of the hands of a man was under their wings. ??And the likeness of
their faces was the same faces which | saw by the river of Chebar, their
appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.

"As the wheel-like complications were under the guidance of the hand
beneath the wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human
events is under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations, He
that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of the earth.” ~God’s
Amazing Grace, p. 50.

TUESDAY

What vision was similar to that which the prophet saw on
three occasions, in Ezekiel 1, 10, and 43?

REVELATION 4:6-9 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto
crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four
beasts full of eyes before and behind. ’And the first beast was like a lion, and
the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the
fourth beast was like a flying eagle. éAnd the four beasts had each of them
six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day
and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is,
and is to come. °’And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks
to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, ...

“These heavenly intelligences are speeding on their mission.... They
confederate together to uphold the honor and glory of God. They are
united in a holy alliance, in a grand and sublime unity of purpose, to show
forth the power and compassion and love and glory of the crucified and
risen Saviour. In their service, these armies of heaven illustrate what the
church of God should be. Christ is working in their behalf in the heav-
enly courts, sending out His messengers to all parts of the globe, to the
assistance of every suffering one who looks to Him for relief, for spiritual
life and knowledge.” —Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7,
p. 968.

WEDNESDAY

How was the Being in the three visions portrayed?

EZEKIEL 1:26-28; 10:1, 4 And above the firmament that was over their
heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone:
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and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of
a man above upon it. ?And | saw as the colour of amber, as the appear-
ance of fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins even
upward, and from the appearance of his loins even downward, | saw as it
were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 2As the
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the
appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of
the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when | saw it, | fell upon my face,
and | heard a voice of one that spake.... "%'Then | looked, and, behold, in
the firmament that was above the head of the cherubims there appeared
over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of
athrone.... “Then the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub, and stood
over the threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud,
and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s glory.

REVELATION 4:2-3, 8, 11 And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold,
a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 3And he that sat was
to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow
round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.... éAnd the four
beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes
within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.... ""Thou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are and were created.

“All these armies are in the service of the Prince of heaven, exalting the
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world. They are working
for Christ under His commission, to save to the uttermost all who look to
Him and believe in Him.” —Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol.
7, p. 968.

THURSDAY

What else did this vision present?

EZEKIEL 1:15-21; 10:16-17 Now as | beheld the living creatures, behold
one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. “The
appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the colour of a
beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work
was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. "When they went, they
went upon their four sides: and they turned not when they went. "®As for
their rings, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rings were
full of eyes round about them four. ?And when the living creatures went,
the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up
from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. ?°Whithersoever the spirit was to
go, they went, thither was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up
over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.
2"When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood, and
when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over
against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels....
191And when the cherubims went, the wheels went by them: and when
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the cherubims lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the same
wheels also turned not from beside them. "When they stood, these stood;
and when they were lifted up, these lifted up themselves also: for the spirit
of the living creature was in them.

"This lesson is taught in a wonderful symbolic representation given to
the prophet Ezekiel [chapters 1 and 10].... A number of wheels, inter-
secting one another, were moved by four living beings.... The wheels
were so complicated in arrangement that at first sight they appeared to
be in confusion; but they moved in perfect harmony. Heavenly beings,
sustained and guided by the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim,
were impelling these wheels; above them upon the sapphire throne, was
the Eternal One; and round about the throne a rainbow, the emblem of
divine mercy.” ~God'’s Amazing Grace, p. 50.

FRIDAY

6. What knowledge is revealed in God’s word? How does this
enlightenment increase?

DEUTERONOMY 29:29 The secret things belong unto the Lord our God:
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for
ever, that we may do all the words of this law.

ISAIAH 28:13, FIRST PART ... Precept upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little....

"God has assigned a place in His great plan. Today men and nations
are being measured by the plummet in the hand of Him who makes no
mistake. All are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is
overruling all for the accomplishment of His purposes.” —Education, p.
178.

SABBATH

7. When will these revelations become reality?

REVELATION 3:21; 7:16-17 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father
in his throne.... 71*They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; nei-
ther shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. "For the Lamb which is in
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“God is acquainted with every man. Could our eyes be opened we would
see that eternal justice is at work in our world. A powerful influence, not under
man'’s control, is working. Man may fancy that he is directing matters, but there
are higher than human influences at work. The servants of God know that He
is working to counteract Satan'’s plans. Those who know not God cannot com-
prehend His movements. There is at work a wheel within a wheel. Apparently
the complication of machinery is so intricate that man can see only a com-
plete entanglement. But the divine hand, as seen by the prophet Ezekiel, is
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placed upon the wheels, and every part moves in complete harmony, each
doing its specified work, yet with individual freedom of action.” —(Manuscript
13, 1898) Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1161.

* * %

3

Sabbath, January 17, 2026

The Watchman

“And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they
shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations. And if
ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall
blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord
your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.” Numbers 10:9.

"The Levites were designated by the Lord as the tribe in the midst of
whom the sacred ark was to be borne, Moses and Aaron marching just in
front of the ark, and the sons of Aaron following near them, each bearing
trumpets. They were to receive directions from Moses, which they were to
signify to the people by speaking through the trumpets. These trumpets gave
special sounds which the people understood, and directed their movements
accordingly.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 650.

SUNDAY

1. What instructions did the prophet Ezekiel receive? What did
he see?

EZEKIEL 2:8-10 But thou, son of man, hear what | say unto thee; Be not
thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that |
give thee. °’And when | looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and,
lo, a roll of a book was therein; "°And he spread it before me; and it was
written within and without: and there was written therein lamentations, and
mourning, and woe.

“As they behold the righteousness of Christ in the divine precepts, they
exclaim, ‘The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.’ As sinners are
pardoned for their transgressions through the merits of Christ, as they are
clothed with the righteousness of Christ through faith in Him, they declare
with the psalmist, 'How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter
than honey to My mouth!".... When the Spirit of God controls the mind
and heart, it turns the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobe-
dient to the wisdom of the just. The law of Jehovah will then be regarded
as a transcript of the divine character, and a new song bursts forth from
hearts that have been touched by divine grace; for they realize that the
promise of God has been fulfilled in their experience, that their transgres-
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sions are forgiven, their sins covered. They have exercised repentance
toward God for the violation of His law, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has died for their justification.” —(Review and Herald, June 21,
1892) To Be Like Jesus, p. 195.

MONDAY

What did the prophet experience and understand? What simi-
lar vision did the apostle John see?

EZEKIEL 3:1-4, 11 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou
findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. 2So | opened
my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. SAnd he said unto me, Son of
man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that | give thee.
Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. “And he
said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak
with my words unto them.... ""And go, get thee to them of the captivity,
unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus
saith the Lord God; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.

REVELATION 10:10-11 And | took the little book out of the angel’s hand,
and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as | had
eaten it, my belly was bitter. ""And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy
again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.

“This time, which the Angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the
end of this world’s history, neither of probationary time, but of prophetic
time, which would precede the advent of our Lord. That is, the people will
not have another message upon definite time. After this period of time,
reaching from 1842 to 1844, there can be no definite tracing of the pro-
phetic time. The longest reckoning reaches to the autumn of 1844.

“The Angel’s position, with one foot on the sea, the other on the land,
signifies the wide extent of the proclamation of the message. It will cross
the broad waters and be proclaimed in other countries, even to all the
world. The comprehension of truth, the glad reception of the message, is
represented in the eating of the little book. The truth in regard to the time
of the advent of our Lord was a precious message to our souls.” —Christ
Triumphant, p. 344.

TUESDAY

What indicated that the messages that Ezekiel received were
supremely important?

EZEKIEL 3:10; 40:4 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words
that | shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine
ears.... “**And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes,
and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that | shall shew thee;
for to the intent that | might shew them unto thee art thou brought hither:
declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel.

PROVERBS 4:20-21 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my
sayings. ?'Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart.
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"Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for
ours, so that their prophesying is in force for us.... The Bible has accu-
mulated and bound up together its treasures for this last generation. All
the great events and solemn transactions of Old Testament history have
been, and are, repeating themselves in the church in these last days.”
—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 339.

WEDNESDAY

What mission was he to carry out, regardless of the results?

EZEKIEL 3:17-21 Son of man, | have made thee a watchman unto the
house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warn-
ing from me. ®When [ say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked
way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but
his blood will | require at thine hand. "Yet if thou warn the wicked, and
he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in
his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. ?°Again, When a righteous
man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and | lay a
stumbling-block before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done
shall not be remembered; but his blood will | require at thine hand. ?'Nev-
ertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and
he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul.

"While the Protestant world is by her attitude making concessions to
Rome, let us arouse to comprehend the situation and view the contest
before us in its true bearings. Let the watchmen now lift up their voices
and give the message which is present truth for this time. Let us show the
people where we are in prophetic history and seek to arouse the spirit of
true Protestantism, waking the world to a sense of the value of the privi-
leges of religious liberty so long enjoyed.

"God calls upon us to awake, for the end is near. Every passing hour
is one of activity in the heavenly courts to make ready a people upon the
earth to act a part in the great scenes that are soon to open upon us.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 716.

THURSDAY

How great was his responsibility?

EZEKIEL 33:1-7 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, ?°Son of
man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When | bring
the sword upon a land, if the people of the land take a man of their coasts,
and set him for their watchman: 3If when he seeth the sword come upon
the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the people; “Then whosoever
heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword
come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. °He heard
the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall be upon
him. But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul. °But if the watchman
see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not
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warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at the watchman’s
hand. ’So thou, O son of man, | have set thee a watchman unto the house
of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them
from me.

“When the watchman, seeing the sword coming, gives the trumpet a
certain sound,... all will have opportunity to make ready for the conflict.
But too often the leader has stood hesitating, seeming to say: ‘Let us not
be in too great haste. There may be a mistake. We must be careful not
to raise a false alarm. The very hesitancy and uncertainty on his part is
crying: "Peace and safety.” Do not get excited. Be not alarmed.... Thus
he virtually denies the message sent from God, and the warning which
was designed to stir the churches fails to do its work. The trumpet of the
watchman gives no certain sound, and the people do not prepare for the
battle. Let the watchman beware lest, through his hesitancy and delay,
souls shall be left to perish, and their blood shall be required at his hand.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 715.

FRIDAY

How do those messages apply to God'’s people today?

1 CORINTHIANS 14:8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall
prepare himself to the battle?

IsAlAH 58:1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.

“The Lord gives a special truth for the people in an emergency. Who
dare refuse to publish it? He commands His servants to present the last
invitation of mercy to the world. They cannot remain silent, except at the
peril of their souls. Christ's ambassadors have nothing to do with conse-
quences. They must perform their duty and leave results with God.” —The
Great Controversy, p. 609.

SABBATH

How applicable was this task to the time in which we live?

ISAIAH 21:6, 8-10 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Go, set a watch-
man, let him declare what he seeth....8And he cried, A lion: My lord, | stand
continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and | am set in my ward
whole nights: ’And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple
of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and
allthe graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground. °O my
threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which | have heard of the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, have | declared unto you.

REVELATION 14:8; 18:2, 4-5 And there followed another angel, saying,
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.... '®2And he cried might-
ily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
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cage of every unclean and hateful bird.... “And | heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. °For her sins have reached
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

"Yet viewed as a part of the controversy between the forces of light
and darkness, all these records of the past are seen to have a new signif-
icance; and through them a light is cast upon the future, illumining the
pathway of those who, like the reformers of past ages, will be called, even
atthe peril of all earthly good, to witness ‘for the word of God, and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” —The Great Controversy, p. xii.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“There will be a series of events revealing that God is master of the situa-
tion. The truth will be proclaimed in clear, unmistakable language.... Through
most wonderful workings of divine providence, mountains of difficulty will
be removed and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the
dwellers upon the earth will be heard and understood.... Onward and still
onward the work will advance until the whole earth shall have been warned,
and then shall the end come.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 96.

* * %

4

Sabbath, January 24, 2026

Signs with Great Meaning

"And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this
thing that He hath spoken.” Isaiah 38:7.

"Oh, how few know the time of their visitation! How few, even among
those who claim to believe present truth, understand the signs of the times
or what we are to experience before the end! We are today under divine
forbearance; but how long will the angels of God continue to hold the winds,
that they shall not blow?” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 426.

SUNDAY

1. How did the prophet describe the impending third siege and
the fall of Jerusalem that took place in BC 586? How applica-
ble was that warning to the world today?

EZEKIEL 3:25-27 But thou, O son of man, behold, they shall put bands
upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out
among them: 2And | will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth,
that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are
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a rebellious house. ¥But when | speak with thee, | will open thy mouth,
and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; He that heareth, let
him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious
house.

ISAIAH 52:2-3 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusa-
lem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.
3For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall
be redeemed without money.

“There is a limit beyond which the judgments of Jehovah can no
longer be delayed. The desolation of Jerusalem ... is a solemn warning
to modern Israel, that the counsels and admonitions given them through
chosen instrumentalities cannot be disregarded with impunity.” —Proph-
ets and Kings, p. 416.

MONDAY
What was Ezekiel told to do? Why?

EZEKIEL 4:1-3 Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before
thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: 2And lay siege against
it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also
against it, and set battering rams against it round about. *Moreover take
thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee and
the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt
lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

JEREMIAH 52:4-5 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the
tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem, and pitched against
it, and built forts against it round about. °So the city was besieged unto the
eleventh year of king Zedekiah

"Within a few short years the king of Babylon was to be used as the
instrument of God's wrath upon impenitent Judah. Again and again Jeru-
salem was to be invested and entered by the besieging armies of Nebu-
chadnezzar. Company after company-—at first a few only, but later on thou-
sands and tens of thousands—were to be taken captive to the land of Shinar,
there to dwell in enforced exile. Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah—all these
Jewish kings were in turn to become vassals of the Babylonian ruler, and
all in turn were to rebel. Severer and yet more severe chastisements were
to be inflicted upon the rebellious nation, until at last the entire land was to
become a desolation, Jerusalem was to be laid waste and burned with fire,
the temple that Solomon had built was to be destroyed, and the kingdom
of Judah was to fall, never again to occupy its former position among the
nations of earth.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 422.

TUESDAY

What recipe was given to the prophet, and what was he
instructed to do?
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EZEKIEL 4:9-11, 16 Take thou also unto thee wheat, and barley, and beans,
and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make
thee bread thereof, according to the number of the days that thou shalt
lie upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.
"8And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a
day: from time to time shalt thou eat it. "Thou shalt drink also water by
measure, the sixth part of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink....
"“Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, behold, | will break the staff of
bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by weight, and with care; and
they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment.

“Nebuchadnezzar's armies were about to take the walls of Zion by
storm. Thousands were perishing in a last desperate defense of the
city. Many thousands more were dying of hunger and disease. The fate
of Jerusalem was already sealed. The besieging towers of the enemy’s
forces were already overlooking the walls.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 471.

WEDNESDAY

What else was the prophet told to do? What was the signifi-
cance of this?

EZEKIEL 5:1, 12 And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife, take thee a
barber’s razor, and cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard:
then take thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair.... A third part of
thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed
in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about
thee; and | will scatter a third part into all the winds, and | will draw out a
sword after them.

“They were carried into captivity to Babylon, and there remained for
many years. Yet they were not forsaken of the Lord. His prophets were
sent to them with reproofs and warnings. The people were awakened to
see their guilt, they humbled themselves before God, and returned to
Him with true repentance.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 467.

THURSDAY

. What evidence of idolatry was there among God'’s people?

How did the Lord say that the lives of people who practiced
idolatry would end?

EZEKIEL 6:1, 13 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,..."*Then
shall ye know that | am the Lord, when their slain men shall be among their
idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the
mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the
place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols.

“In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In trampling upon the law
of God, they deny the authority of the Law-giver. It is as easy to make an
idol of false doctrines and theories as to fashion an idol of wood or stone.
By misrepresenting the attributes of God, Satan leads men to conceive of

FIRST HALF 2026 21



22

Him in a false character. With many, a philosophical idol is enthroned in
the place of Jehovah; while the living God, as He is revealed in His word,
in Christ, and in the works of creation, is worshiped by but few. Thou-
sands deify nature while they deny the God of nature. Though in a differ-
ent form, idolatry exists in the Christian world today as verily as it existed
among ancient Israel in the days of Elijah. The God of many professedly
wise men, of philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists—the God of pol-
ished fashionable circles, of many colleges and universities, even of some
theological institutions—is little better than Baal, the sun god of Phoeni-
cia." =The Great Controversy, p. 583.

FRIDAY

What horrifying message did Ezekiel give to the people in the
Lord’s name?

EZEKIEL 7:1-3, 25 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,
2Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord God unto the land of Israel; An
end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 3Now is the end
come upon thee, and I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee
according to thy ways, and will recompense upon thee all thine abomina-
tions.... #Destruction cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall
be none.

"Unless we understand the importance of the moments that are swiftly
passing into eternity, and make ready to stand in the great day of God, we
shall be unfaithful stewards. The watchman is to know the time of night.
Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who believe the truth
for this time should realize. They should act in reference to the day of
God. The judgments of God are about to fall upon the world, and we
need to be preparing for that great day.

"Our time is precious. We have but few, very few days of probation in
which to make ready for the future, immortal life.” —Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 6, p. 407.

SABBATH

What connection always exists between actions and their con-
sequences?

EZEKIEL 7:27, LAST PART ... | will do unto them after their way, and accord-
ing to their deserts will | judge them; and they shall know that | am the
Lord.

OBADIAH 1:15 Forthe day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen: as thou
hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine
own head.

"The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled for themselves
the cup of vengeance. In the utter destruction that befell them as a nation,
and in all the woes that followed them in their dispersion, they were but
reaping the harvest which their own hands had sown. Says the prophet:
'O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;" ‘for thou hast fallen by thine inig-
uity” Hosea 13:9; 14:1. Their sufferings are often represented as a pun-
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ishment visited upon them by the direct decree of God. It is thus that the
great deceiver seeks to conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of
divine love and mercy, the Jews had caused the protection of God to be
withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to rule them according to
his will. The horrible cruelties enacted in the destruction of Jerusalem are
a demonstration of Satan's vindictive power over those who yield to his
control.” —The Great Controversy, p. 35.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“The dark years of destruction and death marking the end of the king-
dom of Judah would have brought despair to the stoutest heart had it not
been for the encouragements in the prophetic utterances of God’s messen-
gers. Through Jeremiah in Jerusalem, through Daniel in the court of Babylon,
through Ezekiel on the banks of the Chebar, the Lord in mercy made clear His
eternal purpose and gave assurance of His willingness to fulfill to His chosen
people the promises recorded in the writings of Moses. That which He had
said He would do for those who should prove true to Him, He would surely
bring to pass. ‘The word of God ... liveth and abideth forever. 1 Peter 1:23."
—Prophets and Kings, p. 464.

* * %

S

Sabbath, January 31, 2026

Reality Discovered

“For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither any thing
hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.” Luke 8:17.

“But there is nothing said or done that is not recorded on the books of
heaven.... We cannot hide anything from God. We cannot escape from our
accountability to Him. Wherever we are and whatever we do, we are respon-
sible to Him whose we are by creation and by redemption.” —Testimonies for
the Church, vol. 5, p. 398.

SUNDAY

1. What was Ezekiel instructed to do? For what purpose?

EZEKIEL 8:5-9 Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the
way toward the north. So | lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north,
and behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the
entry. SHe said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what they do?
even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that
I should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and thou
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shalt see greater abominations. ’And he brought me to the door of the
court; and when | looked, behold a hole in the wall. Then said he unto me,
Son of man, dig now in the wall: and when | had digged in the wall, behold
a door. °’And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations
that they do here.

"I tell you,... to beware; for you can do nothing that is not open to the
eyes of angels and of God. You cannot do an evil work and others not be
affected by it. While your course of action reveals what kind of material is
used in your own character building, it also has a powerful influence over
others. Never lose sight of the fact that you belong to God, that He has
bought you with a price, and you must render an account to Him for all His
entrusted talents.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 398.

MONDAY
What did he see at first? Whom did he identify?

EZEKIEL 8:10-12, 14 So | went in and saw; and behold every form of
creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house
of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall round about. ""And there stood before
them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst
of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer
in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. ?Then said he unto me,
Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in
the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The Lord
seeth us not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth.... “Then he brought me to
the door of the gate of the Lord’s house which was toward the north; and,
behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

“In the sixth year of the reign of Zedekiah, the Lord revealed to Ezekiel
in vision some of the abominations that were being practiced in Jerusa-
lem, and within the gate of the Lord’s house, and even in the inner court.
The chambers of images, and the pictured idols, ‘every form of creeping
things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel’—
all these in rapid succession passed before the astonished gaze of the
prophet. Ezekiel 8:10. Those who should have been spiritual leaders
among the people, ‘the ancients of the house of Israel, to the number
of seventy, were seen offering incense before the idolatrous representa-
tions that had been introduced into hidden chambers within the sacred
precincts of the temple court. ‘The Lord seeth us not,’ the men of Judah
flattered themselves as they engaged in their heathenish practices;
‘the Lord hath forsaken the earth, they blasphemously declared. Verses
11-12. There were still ‘greater abominations’ for the prophet to behold.
At a gate leading from the outer to the inner court he was shown ‘women
weeping for Tammuz,” —Prophets and Kings, p. 448.

TUESDAY

What other group of people did the prophet describe?

EZEKIEL 8:16-17 And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord’s
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord, between the
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porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs
toward the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward the east; and they
worshipped the sun toward the east. "Then he said unto me, Hast thou
seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they
commit the abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the
land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger: and, lo,
they put the branch to their nose.

“And now the glorious Being who accompanied Ezekiel throughout
this astonishing vision of wickedness in high places in the land of Judah,
inquired of the prophet: ‘Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light
thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which
they commit here?...

'In the terrible arraignment of Judah as recorded in the closing narra-
tive of the chronicler of Zedekiah's reign, this charge of violating the sanc-
tity of the temple was repeated. ‘Moreover, the sacred writer declared,
‘all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after
all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord
which He had hallowed in Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 36:14." —Prophets and
Kings, p. 449.

WEDNESDAY

What different groups of individuals did he see?

EZEKIEL 9:4, 6 And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads
of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done
in the midst thereof.... ¢Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little
children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which
were before the house.

“The true people of God, who have the spirit of the work of the Lord
and the salvation of souls at heart, will ever view sin in its real, sinful char-
acter. They will always be on the side of faithful and plain dealing with sins
which easily beset the people of God. Especially in the closing work for
the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they
feel most deeply the wrongs of God's professed people. This is forcibly
set forth by the prophet’s illustration of the last work under the figure of
the men each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among
them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side. ‘And the
Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.’ Ezekiel
9:4" —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 266.

THURSDAY

. What happened after that?

EZEKIEL 9:2, 11 And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher
gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in
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his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s
inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar....
""And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his
side, reported the matter, saying, | have done as thou hast commanded
me.

"My dear brethren and sisters, let the commandments of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ be in your minds continually and let them crowd
out worldly thoughts and cares. When you lie down and when you rise
up, let them be your meditation. Live and act wholly in reference to the
coming of the Son of man. The sealing time is very short, and will soon be
over. Now is the time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, to
make our calling and election sure.” —Early Writings, p. 58.

FRIDAY

6. In what special period of this earth’s history are God's people
living today?

REVELATION 7:2-3 And | saw another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four
angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3Saying, Hurt
notthe earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants
of our God in their foreheads.

"What is the seal of the living God, which is placed in the foreheads
of His people? It is a mark which angels, but not human eyes, can read;
for the destroying angel must see this mark of redemption.” —Letter 126,
1898.

"The angel with the writer's ink horn is to place a mark upon the fore-
heads of all who are separated from sin and sinners, and the destroying
angel follows this angel.” —Letter 12, 1886.

SABBATH

7. What is required of us?

PSALM 86:11 Teach me thy way, O Lord; | will walk in thy truth: unite my
heart to fear thy name.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"This sealing of the servants of God is the same that was shown to Ezekiel
in vision. John also had been a witness of this most startling revelation. He
saw the sea and the waves roaring, and men'’s hearts failing them for fear. He
beheld the earth moved, and the mountains carried into the midst of the sea
(which is literally taking place), the water thereof roaring and troubled, and
the mountains shaking with the swelling thereof. He was shown plagues, pes-
tilence, famine, and death performing their terrible mission.” —Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 445.

* * %

26 SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



6

Sabbath, February 7, 2026

Serious Admonitions

“Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son,
so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.” Deuteronomy 8:5.

"Trials and obstacles are the Lord’s chosen methods of discipline and
His appointed conditions of success. He who reads the hearts of men knows
their characters better than they themselves know them. He sees that some
have powers and susceptibilities which, rightly directed, might be used in the
advancement of His work. In His providence He brings these persons into
different positions and varied circumstances that they may discover in their
character the defects which have been concealed from their own knowledge.
He gives them opportunity to correct these defects and to fit themselves for
His service. Often He permits the fires of affliction to assail them that they may
be purified.” —=The Ministry of Healing, p. 471.

SUNDAY

1. What demonstration did Ezekiel do in front of the people to
show what was right ahead of them?

EZEKIEL 12:7 And | did so as | was commanded: | brought forth my stuff
by day, as stuff for captivity, and in the even | digged through the wall with
mine hand; | brought it forth in the twilight, and | bare it upon my shoulder
in their sight.

"You are here to obtain a knowledge of God, to learn how to obey
His commandments. Obedience is our life in this world, and it will be our
life in the world to come. And remember that a knowledge of God and
of Christ is the sum of all science. God teaches us to count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. To know
God and Christ—this is eternal life. Incorporated with the life, this knowl-

edge fits us for heaven.” —Manuscript 125, 1902.
MONDAY

2. What did the Lord say about Judah’s leaders?

EZEKIEL 11:1-2, 12 Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto
the east gate of the Lord’s house, which looketh eastward: and behold at
the door of the gate five and twenty men; among whom | saw Jaazaniah the
son of Azur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. Then
said he unto me, Son of man, these are the men that devise mischief, and
give wicked counsel in this city.... ?And ye shall know that | am the Lord:
for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither executed my judgments, but
have done after the manners of the heathen that are round about you.
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JEREMIAH 39:1-7 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth
month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against
Jerusalem, and they besieged it. ?And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in
the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up. 3And
all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate,
even Nergalsharezer, Samgarnebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergalsharezer,
Rabmag, with all the residue of the princes of the king of Babylon. “And it
came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the
men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the
way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he went
out the way of the plain. *But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them,
and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken
him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in
the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him. $Then the king of
Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king
of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. "Moreover he put out Zedekiah's
eyes, and bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon.

“The ministers themselves should be strict to carry out to the letter the
injunctions of God's word. Those who hold positions of trust in the church
should not be negligent, but they should see that the members are faith-
ful in performing this duty.” —Review and Herald, December 17, 1889.

TUESDAY
What did He say about the false prophets?

EZEKIEL 13:1-7 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, ?°Son of
man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou
unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the
Lord; 3Thus saith the Lord God; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow
their own spirit, and have seen nothing! “O Israel, thy prophets are like the
foxes in the deserts. *Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up
the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the
Lord. $They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The Lord saith:
and the Lord hath not sent them: and they have made others to hope that
they would confirm the word. "Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have
ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The Lord saith it; albeit |
have not spoken?

"Paul speaks of a class to whom the Lord’s appearing will come
unawares. ‘The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when
they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them,... and they shall not escape.’ But he adds, to those who have given
heed to the Saviour's warning: Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness." 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:2-5." —The Great Controversy, p. 371.

WEDNESDAY
And what did He say about the priests?
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EZEKIEL 22:26 Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine
holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane,
neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean,
and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and | am profaned among them.

"... As the minister’s labor is to watch over the flock of God as overseers,
there are cautions that they are to heed: ‘Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word. Verse 15. This is a great labor; it is a great burden. It is not to obtain
the praise of men, it is not to look to any living mortal on the earth, but to
God we are to look, with an eye single to His glory.” —Manuscript 13, 1888.

THURSDAY
What happened to most of the people?

EZEKIEL 22:29-30 The people of the land have used oppression, and
exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have
oppressed the stranger wrongfully. 3°And [ sought for a man among them,
that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the
land, that | should not destroy it: but | found none.

"Having done all we can on our part, our doing cannot save us. But
there is something that will save us, and that is the power of God. Con-
nection with the power of God is our only salvation. There is not one of us
but what ought to lay hold of the subject of justification by faith. It means
ten times more, yes, a hundredfold more than many of us seem to realize.
We are to feel that we have not a particle of dependence, not a particle
of trust in ourselves; we are to trust in the living God, in His power, in His
might, and in His grace to keep us, or we shall fall.” —~Manuscript 1, 1890.

FRIDAY
Was there any hope for anyone?

EZEKIEL 12:15-16; 14:22-23 And they shall know that | am the Lord, when
I shall scatter them among the nations, and disperse them in the countries.
6But | will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and
from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations among
the heathen whither they come; and they shall know that | am the Lord....
1422Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth,
both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye
shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be comforted concern-
ing the evil that | have brought upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that |
have brought upon it. ?And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways
and their doings: and ye shall know that | have not done without cause all
that | have done in it, saith the Lord God.

"Looking down through the ages to the close of time, Peter was
inspired to outline conditions that would exist in the world just prior to
the second coming of Christ. ‘There shall come in the last days scoffers,
he wrote, ‘walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise
of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation.'... Not all, however, would be
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ensnared by the enemy’s devices. As the end of all things earthly should
approach, there would be faithful ones able to discern the signs of the
times. While a large number of professing believers would deny their
faith by their works, there would be a remnant who would endure to the
end.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 535.

SABBATH

7. What was and is God's purpose for His people?

EZEKIEL 16:59-63 For thus saith the Lord God; | will even deal with thee as
thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant. $°Nev-
ertheless | will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and
| will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 'Then thou shalt remem-
berthy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder
and thy younger: and | will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy
covenant. “?And | will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know
that | am the Lord: 4*That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and
never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when | am pacified
toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God.

HEBREWS 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous,
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righ-
teousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

"When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is
renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant
promise is fulfilled, ‘l will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will | write them. Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in the heart, will
it not shape the life? Obedience—the service and allegiance of love—is the
true sign of discipleship. Thus the Scripture says, ‘This is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments.’ ‘He that saith, | know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 1 John 5:3;
2:4. Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only,
that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render
obedience.” -Steps to Christ, p. 60.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"We do not know what great interests may be at stake in the proving of
God. There is no safety except in strict obedience to the word of God. All His
promises are made upon condition of faith and obedience, and a failure to
comply with His commands cuts off the fulfillment to us of the rich provisions
of the Scriptures. We should not follow impulse, nor rely on the judgment
of men; we should look to the revealed will of God and walk according to
His definite commandment, no matter what circumstances may surround us.
God will take care of the results; by faithfulness to His word we may in time of
trial prove before men and angels that the Lord can trust us in difficult places
to carry out His will, honor His name, and bless His people.” —Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 621.

* * %
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Sabbath, February 14, 2026

Three Righteous Men

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these things.” Philippians 4:8.

“The active virtues must be cultivated as well as the passive. The Christian,
while he is ever ready to give the soft answer that turneth away wrath, must
possess the courage of a hero to resist evil. With the charity that endureth all
things, he must have the force of character which will make his influence a
positive power for good. Faith must be wrought into his character. His prin-
ciples must be firm; he must be noble-spirited, above all suspicion of mean-
ness.... He must not be selfish in his habits nor overbearing and domineering
in his manners.” —Colporteur Ministry, p. 62.

SUNDAY

1. What three men did the Scriptures identify as righteous?

EZEKIEL 14:14, 18, 20 Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job,
were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness,
saith the Lord God.... "®Though these three men were in it, as | live, saith
the Lord God, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only
shall be delivered themselves.... 2°Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in
it, as I live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter;
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.

"Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's chosen agency for
revealing Christ to the world. We are to acknowledge His grace as made
known through the holy men of old; but that which will be most effectual
is the testimony of our own experience. We are witnesses for God as we
reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine. Every individual
has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially
from theirs. God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked by our
own individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise of the
glory of His grace, when supported by a Christ-like life, have an irresistible
power that works for the salvation of souls.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 347.

MONDAY
2. Who preached that the world would be destroyed by a flood?

GENESIS 6:9-13 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. "’And Noah
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. '"The earth also was corrupt
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before God, and the earth was filled with violence. ?And God looked upon
the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way
upon the earth. SAnd God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come
before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold,
I will destroy them with the earth.

MATTHEW 24:37-39 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be. 3%For as in the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
that Noe entered into the ark, *°And knew not until the flood came, and
took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

"While Noah was giving his warning message to the world, his works
testified of his sincerity. It was thus that his faith was perfected and made
evident. He gave the world an example of believing just what God says.
All that he possessed, he invested in the ark. As he began to construct
that immense boat on dry ground, multitudes came from every direction
to see the strange sight and to hear the earnest, fervent words of the
singular preacher. Every blow struck upon the ark was a witness to the
people.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 95.

TUESDAY

. Who demonstrated unwavering faith amid terrible affliction?

JOB 1:1; 19:25-27 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was
Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil.... ""25For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: 2And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God: ?Whom [ shall see for
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be
consumed within me.

“The history of Job had shown that suffering is inflicted by Satan, and is
overruled by God for purposes of mercy.” ~-Welfare Ministry, p. 21.

WEDNESDAY
Who were outstanding in their great faithfulness to God?

DANIEL 1:17, 20-21 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge
and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams.... °And in all matters of wisdom and understanding,
that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 2’And Daniel contin-
ued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.

“Daniel was a devoted servant of the Most High. His long life was filled
up with noble deeds of service for his Master. His purity of character and
unwavering fidelity are equaled only by his humility of heart and his con-
trition before God. We repeat, The life of Daniel is an inspired illustration
of true sanctification.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 54.
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THURSDAY
What was and is most important for everyone? Why?

MATTHEW 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

“Now we want to know what is essential for our work here. What is
essential for our work now? If any of you should be asked to give your
opinion on some point and you should not know just how to answer it, do
not be ashamed to say you do not know, but you do know what we must
do to be saved. When one came to Christ and asked what he must do to
be saved, Jesus told him he must love God with all his heart and with all
his might and with all his mind and with all his soul and his neighbor as
himself. And these are the points we must keep before us—to love God
supremely and our neighbor as ourselves. There is a great work before
us.” —Manuscript 81, 1886.

FRIDAY
What did the above three men have in common?

2 PETER 3:6-7 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished: 7But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judg-
ment and perdition of ungodly men.

MATTHEW 24:15-21 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of des-
olation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:) "¢Then let them which be in Judaea flee into
the mountains: ”Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take
any thing out of his house: "®Neither let him which is in the field return
back to take his clothes. YAnd woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suck in those days! ?°But pray ye that your flight be not in
the winter, neither on the sabbath day: ?'For then shall be great tribulation,
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be.

JAMES 5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard
of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is
very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

“No one will be borne upward without stern, persevering effort in his
own behalf. All must engage in this warfare for themselves; no one else
can fight our battles. Individually we are responsible for the issues of
the struggle; though Noah, Job, and Daniel were in the land they could
deliver neither son nor daughter by their righteousness.” —=The Ministry of
Healing, p. 453.

SABBATH

How were their circumstances similar to what the Christian
experiences today?
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REVELATION 14:12; 2:10, LAST PART Here is the patience of the saints: here
are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus....
210Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.

"While you hold the banner of truth firmly, proclaiming the law of God,
let every soul remember that the faith of Jesus is connected with the com-
mandments of God. The third angel is represented as flying through the
midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice, 'Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12. The
first, second, and third angels’ messages are all linked together. The evi-
dences of the abiding, ever-living truth of these grand messages, that
mean so much to us, that have awakened such intense opposition from
the religious world, cannot be extinguished. Satan is constantly seeking
to cast his hellish shadow about these messages, so that the remnant
people of God shall not clearly discern theirimport, their time, and place;
but they live, and are to exert their power upon our religious experience
while time shall last.” —Selected Messages, book 2, p. 117.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"We need to educate ourselves to trust in this word and to bring the light

and grace of Christ into all our works. We need to take hold of Christ and to
retain our hold of Him until we know that the power of His transforming grace
is manifested in us. We must have faith in Christ if we would reflect the divine
character.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 278.

34
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Sabbath, February 21, 2026

The Vine

“l am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. Every branch in Me
that beareth not fruit He taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, He
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” John 15:1-2.

“Can we conceive of a more intimate relation than this implies? The fibers
of the branch are identical with those of the vine. The communication of life,
strength, and nourishment from the trunk to the branches is unobstructed and
constant. The root sends its nourishment through the branches.” —Selected
Messages, book 1, p. 334.

SUNDAY
1. How was Israel’s prosperity described?

EZEKIEL 19:10-11 Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the
waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters.
""And she had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare rule, and her
stature was exalted among the thick branches, and she appeared in her
height with the multitude of her branches.

"It was Christ that had brought Israel as a goodly vine out of Egypt.
Psalm 80:8. His own hand had cast out the heathen before it. He had
planted it ‘in a very fruitful hill" His guardian care had hedged it about.
His servants had been sent to nurture it.” —The Great Controversy, p. 19.

MONDAY
2. What happened to it?

EZEKIEL 19:12-14 But she was plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the
ground, and the east wind dried up her fruit: her strong rods were broken
and withered; the fire consumed them. '*And now she is planted in the
wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. "And fire is gone out of a rod of
her branches, which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod
to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.

“What could have been done more to My vineyard, He exclaims, ‘that
| have not done in it?’ Isaiah 5:1-4. Though when He looked that it should
bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes, yet with a still yearning
hope of fruitfulness He came in person to His vineyard, if haply it might
be saved from destruction. He digged about His vine; He pruned and
cherished it. He was unwearied in His efforts to save this vine of His own
planting.” —The Great Controversy, p. 19.
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TUESDAY
However, what single vine prospered?

EZEKIEL 17:5-6 He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a
fruitful field; he placed it by great waters, and set it as a willow tree. ¢And it
grew, and became a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned
toward him, and the roots thereof were under him: so it became a vine,
and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs.

JEREMIAH 24:4-7 Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, °Thus
saith the Lord, the God of Israel; Like these good figs, so will | acknowl-
edge them that are carried away captive of Judah, whom | have sent out of
this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good. $For | will set mine
eyes upon them for good, and | will bring them again to this land: and | will
build them, and not pull them down; and | will plant them, and not pluck
them up. ’And | will give them an heart to know me, that | am the Lord: and
they shall be my people, and | will be their God: for they shall return unto
me with their whole heart.

“The time was rapidly approaching when Jerusalem was to be utterly
destroyed and the inhabitants of the land carried captive to Babylon,
there to learn the lessons they had refused to learn under circumstances
more favorable.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 405.

WEDNESDAY
What change occurred?

EZEKIEL 17:7-10, 15 There was also another great eagle with great wings
and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him,
and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the fur-
rows of her plantation. élt was planted in a good soil by great waters, that
it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be
a goodly vine. ?Say thou, Thus saith the Lord God; Shall it prosper? shall
he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut off the fruit thereof, that it wither?
it shall wither in all the leaves of her spring, even without great power
or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. '°Yea, behold, being
planted, shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind
toucheth it? it shall wither in the furrows where it grew.... >But he rebelled
against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that they might give
him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he escape that doeth
such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be delivered?

“Those times of change, so fraught with peril to the Israelitish nation,
were marked with many messages from Heaven through Jeremiah. Thus
the Lord gave the children of Judah ample opportunity of freeing them-
selves from entangling alliances with Egypt, and of avoiding controversy
with the rulers of Babylon. As the threatened danger came closer, he
taught the people by means of a series of acted parables, hoping thus
to arouse them to a sense of their obligation to God, and also to encour-
age them to maintain friendly relations with the Babylonian government.”
—Prophets and Kings, p. 423.
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THURSDAY
How did the Lord describe the wood of the vine?

EZEKIEL 15:1-5 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 2Son of
man, What is the vine tree more than any tree, or than a branch which is
among the trees of the forest? 3Shall wood be taken thereof to do any
work? or will men take a pin of it to hang any vessel thereon? *Behold, it
is cast into the fire for fuel; the fire devoureth both the ends of it, and the
midst of it is burned. Is it meet for any work? °Behold, when it was whole,
it was meet for no work: how much less shall it be meet yet for any work,
when the fire hath devoured it, and it is burned?

PSALMS 8:4-5; 103:14 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the
son of man, that thou visitest him? *For thou hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.... 1%4For
he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

"For every class of temptations there is a remedy. We are not left to
ourselves to fight the battle against self and our sinful natures in our own
finite strength. Jesus is a mighty helper, a never-failing support.... The
mind must be restrained, and not allowed to wander. It should be trained
to dwell upon the Scriptures, and upon noble, elevating themes. Portions
of Scripture, even whole chapters, may be committed to memory, to be
repeated when Satan comes in with his temptations.... When Satan would
lead the mind to dwell upon earthly and sensual things, he is most effec-
tually resisted with ‘It is written.” —Review and Herald, April 8, 1884.

FRIDAY
What did the description symbolize?

EZEKIEL 15:6 Therefore thus saith the Lord God; As the vine tree among
the trees of the forest, which | have given to the fire for fuel, so will | give
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

MATTHEW 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time
of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and
bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

“The parable of the wheat and the tares shows the mystery of the divine
and the satanic agencies working in direct opposition, in vital conflict. The
conflict continues till the close of this earth’s history. The incorruptible
seed is the living Word of God, which works in the personal sanctification
of the receivers, elevating them by bringing them into the participation of
the divine nature.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 236.

SABBATH

What is the central core of faith and fruitfulness?

JOHN 15:5 | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and |
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do noth-

ing.
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"The connection of the branch with the vine, He said, represents the
relation you are to sustain to Me. The scion is engrafted into the living
vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it grows into the vine stock. The life
of the vine becomes the life of the branch. So the soul dead in trespasses
and sins receives life through connection with Christ. By faith in Him as a
personal Saviour the union is formed. The sinner unites his weakness to
Christ's strength, his emptiness to Christ’s fullness, his frailty to Christ's
enduring might. Then he has the mind of Christ. The humanity of Christ
has touched our humanity, and our humanity has touched divinity. Thus
through the agency of the Holy Spirit man becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. He is accepted in the Beloved. This union with Christ, once
formed, must be maintained.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 675.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“The pen of inspiration, true to its task, tells us of the sins that overcame
Noah, Lot, Moses, Abraham, David, and Solomon, and that even Elijah’s strong
spirit sank under temptation during his fearful trial. Jonah's disobedience and
Israel's idolatry are faithfully recorded. Peter’s denial of Christ, the sharp con-
tention of Paul and Barnabas, the failings and infirmities of the prophets and
apostles, are all laid bare by the Holy Ghost, who lifts the veil from the human
heart. There before us lie the lives of the believers, with all their faults and
follies, which are intended as a lesson to all the generations following them.
If they had been without foible they would have been more than human, and
our sinful natures would despair of ever reaching such a point of excellence.
But seeing where they struggled and fell, where they took heart again and
conquered through the grace of God, we are encouraged, and led to press
over the obstacles that degenerate nature places in our way.” —Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 4, p. 12.

* % %
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MISSIONARY REPORT
FROM THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI FIELD

To be read on Sabbath, February 21, 2026

The Special Sabbath School Offering
will be gathered on Sabbath, February 28, 2026

rotherly greetings from the tiny, beautiful Kingdom of Eswatini, the

Switzerland of Africa. “And let them make Me a sanctuary; that |
may dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8.

The Kingdom of Eswatini, also known by its former official name,
the Kingdom of Swaziland, is a landlocked country in Southern Africa.
It is bordered by Mozambique to the northeast and South Africa to
the north, west, south, and southeast. At no more than 200 kilometers
(120 miles) from north to south and 130 kilometers (81 miles) from
east to west, Eswatini is one of the smallest countries in Africa; never-
theless, its climate and topography are diverse, ranging from a cool,
mountainous high plain to a hot, dry, low grassland.

The population is 1,242,822 (in 2024), primarily ethnic Swazis.
There are also immigrants from other African countries and Asia.
Ninety percent of the population is Christian, and 20 percent of it
is Catholic. Two percent is Muslim, and 20 percent professes other
religions. The prevalent language is Swazi (siswati in native form).
The Swazi Kingdom was established in the mid-18th century under
the leadership of Ngwane Ill. The country and the Swazi take their
names from Mswati ll, the 19th-century king under whose rule the
country was expanded and unified; its boundaries were drawn up in
1881 in the midst of the Scramble for Africa. After the Second Boer
War, the Kingdom, under the name of Swaziland, was a British high
commission territory from 1903 until it regained its independence
on September 6, 1968. Hence, English is the official language. In
April 2018, the official name was changed from Kingdom of Swazi-
land to Kingdom of Eswatini, mirroring the name commonly used in
Swazi.

The Advent message is said to have reached the country around
1924. However, the Reformation message came in the early 1960's,
with Eswatini becoming part of the Transvaal Union Conference,
which was comprised of South Africa, Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia),
Zambia, and Tanzania. The first missionaries who worked in Eswatini
included Pastors Sigmund Gutknecht, Simon Schmidt, and others. The
work grew; and in 1994 Eswatini was organized as a Field under the
South African Union, until it became a mission field under the General
Conference around 2006. The current membership in Eswatini is 150
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members, most of them being young people. There are churches in
each of the four regions, but Manzini has the most members.

With their limited resources, the members constructed a church
building in Manzini. However, there is a need to build the headquar-
ters of the Field, including a mission house for the minister, the office
of the Field, rooms for some small business projects, and a mini-health
center. The biggest challenge is that most of the believers are unem-
ployed youth; very few members are employed. The small amount
of income has been barely enough to support the workers and mis-
sionary activities. Even though it is small, the Field is self-sustaining.
We therefore appeal to God's people all over the world to help us
realize our dream of building a Field headquarters to be a light for
the work in Eswatini and the world through people who come and
visit the small Kingdom.

"The need for a meeting house where there is a newly formed
company of believers, has been presented before me in a panoramic
view. | saw workmen building humble houses of worship. Those new-
ly come to the faith were helping with willing hands, and those who
had means were assisting with their means. In the basement of the
church, above ground, a schoolroom was prepared for the children,
and a teacher was sent there to take charge.

"The numbers in the school were not large, but it was a happy
beginning. | heard the songs of children and of parents: ‘Except the
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that built it: except the Lord
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. ‘Praise ye the Lord.
Praise the Lord, my soul. While | live will | praise the Lord: | will sing
praises unto my God while | have any being.’ Psalms 127:1; 146:1-2."
—Gospel Workers, p. 435.

May the Lord bless your gift abundantly so that through your sac-
rifice we can spread the gospel while the doors are still open and
hasten the glad day of the coming of our Lord and Saviour to take us
home. “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7.

—Leaders of the Kingdom of Eswatini Field
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SPECIAL SABBATH SCHOOL OFFERING
FOR THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI FIELD

May God multiply your generous gifts!

9

Sabbath, February 28, 2026

Wild Grapes

“... Wherefore, when | looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it
forth wild grapes?” Isaiah 5:4, last part.

“With tenderest care He nourished and cherished it, that it might bring
forth the fruits of righteousness. His language is: ‘What could have been done
more to My vineyard, that | have not done in it?’ But this vine of God's planting
has inclined to the earth and entwined its tendrils about human supports. Its
branches are extended far and wide, but it bears the fruit of a degenerate
vine.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 240.

SUNDAY

1. What proverb was and is unacceptable to the Lord?

EZEKIEL 18:1-4 The word of the Lord came unto me again, saying, 2What
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge?
3As | live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have occasion any more to use
this proverb in Israel. *Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father,
so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

DEUTERONOMY 24:16 The fathers shall not be put to death for the chil-
dren, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man
shall be put to death for his own sin.

"Many who teach that the law of God is not binding upon man, urge
that it is impossible for him to obey its precepts. But if this were true, why
did Adam suffer the penalty of transgression? The sin of our first parents
brought guilt and sorrow upon the world, and had it not been for the
goodness and mercy of God, would have plunged the race into hopeless
despair. Let none deceive themselves. ‘The wages of sin is death.’ Romans
6:23. The law of God can no more be transgressed with impunity now
than when sentence was pronounced upon the father of mankind.” —Patri-
archs and Prophets, p. 61.

MONDAY

2. How did God explain to His people the principle of individual
accountability and salvation?
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EZEKIEL 18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son:
the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness
of the wicked shall be upon him.

"It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of
parental wrongdoing, but they are not punished for the parents’ guilt,
except as they participate in their sins. It is usually the case, however, that
children walk in the steps of their parents. By inheritance and example the
sons become partakers of the father's sin. Wrong tendencies, perverted
appetites, and debased morals, as well as physical disease and degener-
acy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the third and fourth
generation. This fearful truth should have a solemn power to restrain men
from following a course of sin.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 306.

TUESDAY

What explanation of this was provided, based on three gener-
ations?

EZEKIEL 18:5, 10, 14 But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and
right,... °lf he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of blood, and that
doeth the like to any one of these things,... *Now, lo, if he beget a son,
that seeth all his father’s sins which he hath done, and considereth, and
doeth not such like, ...

"Many are suffering in consequence of the transgression of their par-
ents. They cannot be censured for their parents’ sin; but it is neverthe-
less their duty to ascertain wherein their parents violated the laws of their
being, which has entailed upon their offspring so miserable an inheri-
tance; and wherein their parents’ habits were wrong, they should change
their course, and place themselves by correct habits...."” —Counsels on
Health, p. 37.

WEDNESDAY
What further explanation was given?

EZEKIEL 18:21-24 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right,
he shall surely live, he shall not die. 22All his transgressions that he hath
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness
that he hath done he shall live. 2*Have | any pleasure at all that the wicked
should die? saith the Lord God: and not that he should return from his
ways, and live? 2*But when the righteous turneth away from his righteous-
ness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the abomina-
tions that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his righteousness that he
hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass that he hath trespassed,
and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

“As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all
who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with
those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents the cases
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of each successive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is
mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are accepted, names
rejected. When any have sins remaining upon the books of record, unre-
pented of and unforgiven, their names will be blotted out of the book
of life, and the record of their good deeds will be erased from the book
of God's remembrance. The Lord declared to Moses: 'Whosoever hath
sinned against Me, him will | blot out of My book." Exodus 32:33. And
says the prophet Ezekiel: "When the righteous turneth away from his righ-
teousness, and committeth iniquity,... all his righteousness that he hath
done shall not be mentioned.’ Ezekiel 18:24." —Christ in His Sanctuary, p.
119.

THURSDAY

How did God address the issue of fairness in His dealings with
His people?

EZEKIEL 18:25-29 Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O
house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? ?When
a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth
iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.
27Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his wickedness that he
hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his
soul alive. 2Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his trans-
gressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. #’Yet
saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel,
are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal?

“All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of
Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their
names in the books of heaven; as they have become partakers of the
righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony
with the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will
be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares, by the prophet
Isaiah: ‘I, even |, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins. Isaiah 43:25." —Christ in His Sanc-
tuary, p. 119.

FRIDAY

What invitation did the Lord present?

EZEKIEL 18:30-32 Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways, saith the Lord God. Repent, and turn yourselves
from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.3'Cast away
from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make
you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
32For | have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God:
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

"If you have become estranged and have failed to be Bible Christians,
be converted; for the character you bear in probationary time will be the
character you will have at the coming of Christ. If you would be a saint
in heaven, you must first be a saint on earth. The traits of character you
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cherish in life will not be changed by death or by the resurrection. You will
come up from the grave with the same disposition you manifested in your
home and in society. Jesus does not change the character at His coming.
The work of transformation must be done now. Our daily lives are deter-
mining our destiny.” —The Adventist Home, p. 16.

SABBATH

How much does God love to forgive?

PSALM 86:5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy unto all them that call upon thee.

1 JOHN 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

"'God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son. He
gave Him not only to live among men, to bear their sins, and die their sac-
rifice. He gave Him to the fallen race. Christ was to identify Himself with
the interests and needs of humanity. He who was one with God has linked
Himself with the children of men by ties that are never to be broken. Jesus
is ‘not ashamed to call them brethren’ (Hebrews 2:11); He is our Sacrifice,
our Advocate, our Brother, bearing our human form before the Father's
throne, and through eternal ages one with the race He has redeemed-
the Son of man. And all this that man might be uplifted from the ruin and
degradation of sin that he might reflect the love of God and share the joy
of holiness.” =Steps to Christ, p. 14.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“Such love is without a parallel. Children of the heavenly King! Precious

promise! Theme for the most profound meditation! The matchless love of
God for a world that did not love Him! The thought has a subduing power
upon the soul and brings the mind into captivity to the will of God. The more
we study the divine character in the light of the cross, the more we see mercy,
tenderness, and forgiveness blended with equity and justice, and the more
clearly we discern innumerable evidences of a love that is infinite and a
tender pity surpassing a mother’s yearning sympathy for her wayward child.”
—Steps to Christ, p. 15.

44
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Sabbath, March 7, 2026

Relationship with
One’s Neighbor

"A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as | have
loved you, that ye also love one another.” John 13:34.

“Love is a tender plant, and it must be cultivated and cherished, and the
roots of bitterness all have to be plucked up around it in order for it to have
room to circulate, and then it will bring in under its influence all the powers of
the mind, all the heart, so that we shall love God supremely, and our neighbor
as ourselves.” —Our High Calling, p. 173.

SUNDAY

1. Who were the Ammonites? What did they do to their relatives,
Israel?

GENESIS 19:30, 38 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the moun-
tain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he
dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.... ®¥And the younger, she also
bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the
children of Ammon unto this day.

EZEKIEL 25:3, 6 And say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of the Lord
God; Thus saith the Lord God; Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanc-
tuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of Israel, when it was
desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity....
SFor thus saith the Lord God; Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and
stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in heart with all thy despite against the
land of Israel.

“There is no surer way of weakening our spirituality than by being envi-
ous, suspicious of one another, full of faultfinding and evil surmising. ‘This
wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For
where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that
make peace.’ James 3:15-18." —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 242.

MONDAY

2. How did the Moabites show that they despised God'’s people,
even though they were from the same family?
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EZEKIEL 25:8 Thus saith the Lord God; Because that Moab and Seir do say,
Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen.

GENESIS 19:36-37 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their
father. ¥ And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same
is the father of the Moabites unto this day.

“In the gift of His Son for our redemption, God has shown how high a
value He places upon every human soul, and He gives to no man liberty
to speak contemptuously of another. We shall see faults and weaknesses
in those about us, but God claims every soul as His property—His by cre-
ation, and doubly His as purchased by the precious blood of Christ. All
were created in His image, and even the most degraded are to be treated
with respect and tenderness. God will hold us accountable for even a
word spoken in contempt of one soul for whom Christ laid down His life.”
—Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 56.

TUESDAY

How did the Edomites act toward Israel, despite their being
brothers?

EZEKIEL 25:12 Thus saith the Lord God; Because that Edom hath dealt
against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly
offended, and revenged himself upon them.

AMOS 1:11 Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Edom, and for
four, | will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue
his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear
perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever.

GENESIS 36:1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom.

“The spirit of hatred and revenge originated with Satan, and it led him
to put to death the Son of God. Whoever cherishes malice or unkind-
ness is cherishing the same spirit, and its fruit will be unto death. In the
revengeful thought the evil deed lies enfolded, as the plant in the seed.
‘Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no mur-
derer hath eternal life abiding in him. 1 John 3:15." ~Thoughts from the
Mount of Blessing, p. 56.

WEDNESDAY
Why did the Philistines hate God's people?

GENESIS 10:6, 14 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and
Canaan.... And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,)
and Caphtorim.

ISAIAH 14:29 Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the rod of him
that smote thee is broken: for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth a
cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.

"When we are brought in conflict with the enemies of Christ, we should
say nothing in a spirit of retaliation or that would bear even the appear-
ance of a railing accusation. He who stands as a mouthpiece for God
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should not utter words which even the Majesty of heaven would not use
when contending with Satan. We are to leave with God the work of judg-
ing and condemning.” —Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 57.

THURSDAY

Who is the archenemy of the Lord and, by extension, of those
who are faithful?

EZEKIEL 28:12, 14-16 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of
Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.... “Thou art the anointed cherub
that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain
of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.
5Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee. *By the multitude of thy merchandise they have
filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore | will
cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

"Christ Himself, when contending with Satan about the body of Moses,
‘durst not bring against him a railing accusation. Jude 9. Had He done this,
He would have placed Himself on Satan’s ground, for accusation is the
weapon of the evil one. He is called in Scripture, ‘the accuser of our breth-
ren. Revelation 12:10. Jesus would employ none of Satan’s weapons. He
met him with the words, ‘The Lord rebuke thee. Jude 9." ~Thoughts from
the Mount of Blessing, p. 57.

FRIDAY

What stumbling block had Egypt placed before Judah in
Ezekiel's time?

EZEKIEL 29:2, 6; 17:1-2, 12-15 Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt....°And all
the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that | am the Lord, because they have
been a staff of reed to the house of Israel.... 7'And the word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, °Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable
unto the house of Israel.... ?Say now to the rebellious house, Know ye not
what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon is come to
Jerusalem, and hath taken the king thereof, and the princes thereof, and
led them with him to Babylon; 'And hath taken of the king’s seed, and
made a covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath also
taken the mighty of the land: "That the kingdom might be base, that it
might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of his covenant it might stand.
SBut he rebelled against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt, that
they might give him horses and much people. Shall he prosper? shall he
escape that doeth such things? or shall he break the covenant, and be
delivered?

"The Lord is testing His people to see who will be loyal to the princi-
ples of His truth. Our work is to proclaim to the world the first, second, and
third angels’ messages. In the discharge of our duties we are neither to
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despise nor to fear our enemies. To bind ourselves up by contracts with
those not of our faith is not in the order of God. We are to treat with kind-
ness and courtesy those who refuse to be loyal to God, but we are never,
never to unite with them in counsel regarding the vital interests of His
work. Putting our trust in God, we are to move steadily forward, doing His
work with unselfishness, in humble dependence upon Him, committing
to His providence ourselves and all that concerns our present and future,
holding the beginning of our confidence firm unto the end, remembering
that we receive the blessings of heaven, not because of our worthiness,
but because of Christ's worthiness and our acceptance, through faith in
Him, of God's abounding grace.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p.
107.

SABBATH

What does God rejoice to see in human beings?

ROMANS 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another.

“The law of love calls for the devotion of body, mind, and soul to the
service of God and our fellow men. And this service, while making us a
blessing to others, brings the greatest blessing to ourselves. Unselfish-
ness underlies all true development. Through unselfish service we receive
the highest culture of every faculty.” —Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and
Students, p. 32.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“Love for God and love for one another is to be cultivated, for it is as pre-

cious as gold. We need now to make the very best representation of the char-
acter of pure and undefiled religion, which, both in its nature and its require-
ments, is the opposite of selfishness. Love like that which Christ exemplified is
incomparable; it is above gold or silver or precious stones in value. The love
that Christ possessed is to be prayed for and sought for. The Christian who
possesses it bears a character above all human infirmities.” —Letter 335, 1905.
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Sabbath, March 14, 2026

Valley of the World

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved).” Ephesians 2:4-5.

"The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.’ ‘This
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who
gave Himself a ransom for all. Titus 2:11; 1 Timothy 2:3-6. The Spirit of God is
freely bestowed to enable every man to lay hold upon the means of salvation.
Thus Christ, ‘the true Light,’ ‘lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
John 1:9. Men fail of salvation through their own willful refusal of the gift of
life.” ~The Great Controversy, p. 261.

SUNDAY
1. What was revealed to the prophet Ezekiel?

EZEKIEL 37:1-3 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in
the spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was
full of bones, 2And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold,
there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. 3And
he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And | answered, O
Lord God, thou knowest.

EPHESIANS 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins.

"By sin we have been severed from the life of God. Our souls are pal-
sied. Of ourselves we are no more capable of living a holy life than was
the impotent man capable of walking. Many realize their helplessness;
they are longing for that spiritual life which will bring them into harmony
with God, and are striving to obtain it. But in vain. In despair they cry, ‘O
wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from this body of death?
Romans 7:24, margin. Let these desponding, struggling ones look up.
The Saviour is bending over the purchase of His blood, saying with inex-
pressible tenderness and pity, ‘Wilt thou be made whole? He bids you
arise in health and peace. Do not wait to feel that you are made whole.
Believe the Saviour's word. Put your will on the side of Christ. Will to serve
Him, and in acting upon His word you will receive strength. Whatever may
be the evil practice, the master passion which through long indulgence
binds both soul and body, Christ is able and longs to deliver. He will
impart life to the soul...."” —Lift Him Up, p. 87.
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MONDAY
What did God first command him to do?

EZEKIEL 37:4, 7-8 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones,
and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.... ’So |
prophesied as | was commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.
8And when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and
the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.

ROMANS 10:17-18 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. "But | say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.

“The soul, dead in trespasses and sins, must experience a similar pro-
cess in order to be reconciled to God and to become a partaker of Christ's
life and joy.... The sinner partakes of the divine nature when connected
with Christ. Finite man is united with the infinite God. When thus united,
the words of Christ abide in us, and we are not actuated by a spasmodic
feeling, but by a living, abiding principle. The words of Christ must be
meditated upon and cherished and enshrined in the heart.” —Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 4, p. 354.

TUESDAY
What was His second command?

EZEKIEL 37:9-10 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy,
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 1°So
| prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

"He who loves Christ the most will do the greatest amount of good.
There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, by putting self aside, makes
room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life
wholly consecrated to God. If men will endure the necessary discipline,
without complaining or fainting by the way, God will teach them hour by
hour, and day by day. He longs to reveal His grace.” —The Desire of Ages,
p. 250.

WEDNESDAY

What third command was the prophet given?

EZEKIEL 37:11-14 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our
hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. ?Therefore prophesy and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my people, | will open
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you
into the land of Israel. >And ye shall know that | am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,
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1“And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and | shall place you in
your own land: then shall ye know that | the Lord have spoken it, and per-
formed it, saith the Lord.

ROMANS 6:4-5 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. >For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the like-
ness of his resurrection.

“So spiritual is the character of God's work upon the human heart that
receives it that it makes every one a new creature without destroying or
weakening any capability God has given to man. It purifies every attribute
fit for connection with the divine nature. That which is born of the Spirit is
Spirit, and when man is born from above, a heavenly peace pervades the
soul.” —Manuscript 1, 1897.

THURSDAY
What would be the result?

EZEKIEL 37:21-22 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold,
I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be
gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own
land: 2And | will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of
Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two
nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10 Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.

"Under the training of Christ the disciples had been led to feel their
need of the Spirit. Under the Spirit's teaching they received the final qual-
ification, and went forth to their lifework. No longer were they ignorant
and uncultured. No longer were they a collection of independent units
or discordant, conflicting elements. No longer were their hopes set on
worldly greatness. They were of ‘one accord, ‘of one heart and of one
soul! Acts 2:46; 4:32. Christ filled their thoughts; the advancement of
His kingdom was their aim. In mind and character they had become like
their Master, and men "took knowledge of them, that they had been with
Jesus! Acts 4:13." —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 45.

FRIDAY

What else would happen?

EZEKIEL 37:23-24 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgres-
sions: but | will save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they
have sinned, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and | will
be their God. ?*And David my servant shall be king over them, and they
all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and
observe my statutes, and do them.
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PSALM 23:1-3 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3He
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’'s sake.

"As through Jesus we enter into rest, heaven begins here. We respond
to His invitation, Come, learn of Me, and in thus coming we begin the life
eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to God through Christ. The
longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more and still more of glory will
be opened to us; and the more we know of God, the more intense will
be our happiness. As we walk with Jesus in this life, we may be filled with
His love, satisfied with His presence. All that human nature can bear, we
may receive here. But what is this compared with the hereafter? There
‘are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.' Revelation 7:15-17." —The
Desire of Ages, p. 331.

SABBATH
How glorious will the end be?

EZEKIEL 37:25-28 And they shall dwell in the land that | have given unto
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell
therein, even they, and their children, and their children’s children for ever:
and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 2Moreover | will make
a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary
in the midst of them for evermore. 2’ My tabernacle also shall be with them:
yea, | will be their God, and they shall be my people. And the heathen
shall know that | the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in
the midst of them for evermore.

REVELATION 21:3 And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

“The rainbow spanning the heavens with its arch of light is a token of
‘the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature.” Gene-
sis 9:16. And the rainbow encircling the throne on high is also a token to
God's children of His covenant of peace. As the bow in the cloud results
from the union of sunshine and shower, so the bow above God's throne
represents the union of His mercy and His justice. To the sinful but repen-
tant soul God says, Live thou; 'l have found a ransom.” —Education, p. 115.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“Jesus must be in my whole work to transform my character. We must

accept the truth as itis in Jesus, and then how kind will we be to one another,
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how courteous, for this was the work of my Master. We shall see the precious
mold of Jesus upon the character; and when we learn the precious lessons
He has for us to learn, we will be like Jesus. ‘Come unto Me,' says He, ‘all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. Matthew 11:28-29." —Manuscript 9, 1886.

* * %
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Sabbath, March 21, 2026

The Eternal Sign

“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had made; and He
rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. And God
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had rested
from all His work which God created and made.” Genesis 2:1-3.

"The fourth commandment alone of all the ten contains the seal of the
great Lawgiver, the Creator of the heavens and the earth. Those who obey
this commandment take upon themselves His name, and all the blessings it
involves are theirs.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 350.

SUNDAY

1. What special sign did the Lord give His people when He took
them out of Egypt?

EZEKIEL 20:10-12 Wherefore | caused them to go forth out of the land of
Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. ""And | gave them my stat-
utes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live
in them. ?Moreover also | gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between
me and them, that they might know that | am the Lord that sanctify them.

EXoDus 31:12-13, 15-17 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, '*Speak
thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall
keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations;
that ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you.... *Six days
may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the
Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he shall surely be
put to death. "“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to
observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual cove-
nant. "It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested,
and was refreshed.
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"When the Lord delivered His people Israel from Egypt and committed
to them His law, He taught them that by the observance of the Sabbath
they were to be distinguished from idolaters. It was this that made the
distinction between those who acknowledged the sovereignty of God
and those who refused to accept Him as their Creator and King. ‘It is a
sign between Me and the children of Israel forever, the Lord said. 'Where-
fore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.” Exodus 31:17,
16." —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 349.

MONDAY
But what was the result?

EZEKIEL 20:13 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilder-
ness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments,
which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly
polluted: then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them in the wilder-
ness, to consume them.

Exopbus 16:4, 23-24 Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, | will rain
bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a cer-
tain rate every day, that | may prove them, whether they will walk in my law,
or no.... ?And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said, To
morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord: bake that which ye
will bake to day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which remaineth
over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. ?*And they laid it up till
the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any
worm therein.

"By a miracle God preserved the Sabbath law through the forty years
of wilderness wandering.” ~Manuscript 77, 1899.
TUESDAY
What did the people do even in the desert?

EZEKIEL 20:18-21 But | said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye
not in the statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor
defile yourselves with their idols: "l am the Lord your God; walk in my stat-
utes, and keep my judgments, and do them; °And hallow my sabbaths;
and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that | am
the Lord your God. ?’Notwithstanding the children rebelled against me:
they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them,
which if a man do, he shall even live in them;, they polluted my sabbaths:
then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger
against them in the wilderness.

NUMBERS 15:32-36 And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness,
they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath day. ¥*And they
that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and
unto all the congregation. **And they put him in ward, because it was not
declared what should be done to him. 3°And the Lord said unto Moses,
The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him
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with stones without the camp. %And all the congregation brought him
without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the Lord
commanded Moses.

“On Friday let the preparation for the Sabbath be completed. See that
all the clothing is in readiness and that all the cooking is done. Let the
boots be blacked and the baths be taken. It is possible to do this. If you
make it a rule you can do it. The Sabbath is not to be given to the repairing
of garments, to the cooking of food, to pleasure seeking, or to any other
worldly employment. Before the setting of the sun let all secular work be
laid aside and all secular papers be put out of sight. Parents, explain your
work and its purpose to your children, and let them share in your prepara-
tion to keep the Sabbath according to the commandment.” —Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 6, p 355.

WEDNESDAY

4. What continued after Israel entered the promised land?

EZEKIEL 20:30-32 Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord God; Are ye polluted after the manner of your fathers? and commit ye
whoredom after their abominations? 3'For when ye offer your gifts, when
ye make your sons to pass through the fire, ye pollute yourselves with all
your idols, even unto this day: and shall | be enquired of by you, O house of
Israel? As [ live, saith the Lord God, | will not be enquired of by you. 3And
that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all, that ye say, We will be
as the heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone.

ISAIAH 56:2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that
layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth
his hand from doing any evil.

"Nothing which will in the sight of Heaven be regarded as a violation
of the holy Sabbath should be left unsaid or undone, to be said or done
upon the Sabbath. God requires not only that we refrain from physical
labor upon the Sabbath, but that the mind be disciplined to dwell upon
sacred themes. The fourth commandment is virtually transgressed by
conversing upon worldly things or by engaging in light and trifling con-
versation. Talking upon anything or everything which may come into the
mind is speaking our own words. Every deviation from right brings us into
bondage and condemnation.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 702.

THURSDAY
5. What did God say would happen later?

EZEKIEL 20:34-38 And | will bring you out from the people, and will gather
you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and
with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. *And | will bring you
into the wilderness of the people, and there will | plead with you face to
face. Like as | pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of
Egypt, so will | plead with you, saith the Lord God. ¥’And | will cause you
to pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the covenant:
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BAnd I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress
against me: | will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn,
and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that | am
the Lord.

HEBREWS 10:16 This is the covenant that | will make with them after those
days, saith the Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds
will | write them.

“The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embod-
iment of the great principle of love, and hence is the foundation of His
government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are renewed in the likeness
of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of God
be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the
heart, when man is renewed after the image of Him that created him, the
new-covenant promise is fulfilled, 'l will put My laws into their hearts, and
in their minds will | write them. Hebrews 10:16.” —Steps to Christ, p. 60.

FRIDAY
What sign does God still preserve for His people?

REVELATION 7:4; 14:12 And | heard the number of them which were
sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand
of all the tribes of the children of Israel.... "*1?Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.

“To us as to Israel the Sabbath is given for a perpetual covenant. To
those who reverence His holy day the Sabbath is a sign that God rec-
ognizes them as His chosen people. It is a pledge that He will fulfill to
them His covenant. Every soul who accepts the sign of God's government
places himself under the divine, everlasting covenant. He fastens himself
to the golden chain of obedience, every link of which is a promise.” —Testi-
monies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 350.

SABBATH
What will remain forever?

EZEKIEL 20:40 For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height
of Israel, saith the Lord God, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them
in the land, serve me: there will | accept them, and there will | require your
offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things.

ISAIAH 66:22-23 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which | will
make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your
name remain. 2And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to
another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before me, saith the Lord.

"When there shall be a ‘restitution of all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began’ (Acts 3:21),
the creation Sabbath, the day on which Jesus lay at rest in Joseph’s tomb,
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will still be a day of rest and rejoicing. Heaven and earth will unite in
praise, as ‘from one Sabbath to another’ (Isaiah 66:23) the nations of the
saved shall bow in joyful worship to God and the Lamb.” —The Desire of
Ages, p. 769.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been—just what
it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents—perfect obedience to the
law of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any condi-
tion short of this, then the happiness of the whole universe would be imper-
iled. The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and misery, to be
immortalized.” =Steps to Christ, p. 62.

* * %
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Sabbath, March 28, 2026

Law of the House

“This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the mountain the whole limit
thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.”
Ezekiel 43:12.

"With the word of God in his hands, every human being,... may have such
companionship as he shall choose.... He may dwell in this world in the atmo-
sphere of heaven,... drawing nearer and nearer the threshold of the eternal
world, until the portals shall open, and he shall enter there. He will find him-
self no stranger. The voices that will greet him are the voices of the holy ones,
who, unseen, were on earth his companions—voices that here he learned to
distinguish and to love. He who through the word of God has lived in fel-
lowship with heaven, will find himself at home in heaven’s companionship.”
—Education, p. 127.

SUNDAY

1. What commission did Ezekiel receive?

EZEKIEL 43:10-11 Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel,
that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the
pattern. ""And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them
the form of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof,
and the comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordi-
nances thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws thereof: and
write it in their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the
ordinances thereof, and do them.
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MATTHEW 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.

“The character which we now manifest is deciding our future destiny.
The happiness of heaven will be found by conforming to the will of God,
and if men become members of the royal family in heaven, it will be
because heaven has begun with them on earth.... The righteous will take
every grace, every precious, sanctified ability, into the courts above, and
exchange earth for heaven.” —Sons and Daughters of God, p. 361.

MONDAY

. What important principles were and still today are part of the

gospel?

EZEKIEL 44:23-24, 30 And they shall teach my people the difference
between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the
unclean and the clean. *And in controversy they shall stand in judgment;
and they shall judge it according to my judgments: and they shall keep my
laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my sab-
baths.... %And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation
of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the priest’s: ye shall also give
unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to
rest in thine house.

“Their only hope is to do the commandments of God. This is the gospel
which has been sounding down along the lines of our time.” —=This Day
with God, p. 28.

TUESDAY
What other law applied especially to business transactions?

EZEKIEL 45:10-11 Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just
bath. ""The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure, that the bath may
contain the tenth part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth part of an
homer: the measure thereof shall be after the homer.

"Christ has taught us to pray, ‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as itis in heaven. This opens before us the height to which we are to
attain by steady progress and continual advancement. As members of the
church of Christ, we are to do His will on earth. If all would do unto others
as they would have others do unto them, we would see indications of a
converted world. Upon this principle the Christian is to build. We are to
ascend a ladder whose top reaches to heaven.” —Reflecting Christ, p. 204.

WEDNESDAY
What religious services were part of daily life and permeated
the lives of God’s people?

EZEKIEL 46:13-15 Thou shalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto the Lord
of a lamb of the first year without blemish: thou shalt prepare it every
morning. "And thou shalt prepare a meat offering for it every morning,
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the sixth part of an ephah, and the third part of an hin of oil, to temper with
the fine flour; a meat offering continually by a perpetual ordinance unto
the Lord. "*Thus shall they prepare the lamb, and the meat offering, and
the oil, every morning for a continual burnt offering.

"Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first
work. Let your prayer be, 'Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. | lay all my
plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all
my work be wrought in Thee.’ This is a daily matter. Each morning conse-
crate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your plans to Him, to be
carried out or given up as His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day
you may be giving your life into the hands of God, and thus your life will
be molded more and more after the life of Christ.” —Steps to Christ, p. 70.

THURSDAY

. What beautiful description of heaven did the prophet present?

EZEKIEL 47:7, 12 Now when | had returned, behold, at the bank of the
river were very many trees on the one side and on the other.... 2And by
the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all
trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be
consumed: it shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because
their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof shall be
for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

REVELATION 22:1-4 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. ?In the
midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there
shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be
in it; and his servants shall serve him: “And they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads.

“To him that overcometh,’ Christ says, ‘will | give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.' Revelation 2:7. The giving of
the tree of life in Eden was conditional, and it was finally withdrawn. But
the gifts of the future life are absolute and eternal.” —Education, p. 302.

FRIDAY
How important is this last part of the book of Ezekiel?

EZEKIEL 43:6-7 And | heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and
the man stood by me. And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my
throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where | will dwell in the midst
of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of
Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor
by the carcases of their kings in their high places.

MATTHEW 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
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“Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small black cloud had
appeared, about half as large as a man's hand, which we all knew was the
sign of the Son of man. We all in solemn silence gazed on the cloud as it
drew nearer and became lighter, glorious, and still more glorious, till it was
a great white cloud. The bottom appeared like fire; a rainbow was over
the cloud, while around it were ten thousand angels, singing a most lovely
song; and upon it sat the Son of man.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 33.

SABBATH
What supreme hope motivates all who love the Lord?

EZEKIEL 43:4-5 And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way
of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. °So the spirit took me up,
and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the Lord
filled the house.

ISAIAH 25:9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him,
we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

REVELATION 21:3 And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

“The Lord is soon to come, and we must be prepared to meet Him
in peace. Let us be determined to do all in our power to impart light to
those around us. We are not to be sad, but cheerful, and we are to keep
the Lord Jesus ever before us. He is soon coming, and we must be ready
and waiting for His appearing. Oh, how glorious it will be to see Him and
be welcomed as His redeemed ones! Long have we waited, but our hope
is not to grow dim. If we can but see the King in His beauty we shall be
forever blessed. | feel as if | must cry aloud: '"Homeward bound!” We are
nearing the time when Christ will come in power and great glory to take
His ransomed ones to their eternal home.” —Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 8, p. 253.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"Long have we waited for our Saviour’s return. But nonetheless sure is the

promise. Soon we shall be in our promised home. There Jesus will lead us
beside the living stream flowing from the throne of God and will explain to
us the dark providences through which on this earth He brought us in order
to perfect our characters. There we shall behold with undimmed vision the
beauties of Eden restored.” -God'’s Amazing Grace, p. 354.

60
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Sabbath, April 4, 2026

Daniel-"God Is My Judge”

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him under-
stand:).” Matthew 24:15.

"When, early in the reign of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar for the first time
besieged and captured Jerusalem, and carried away Daniel and his compan-
ions, with others specially chosen for service in the court of Babylon, the faith
of the Hebrew captives was tried to the utmost. But those who had learned
to place their trust in the promises of God found these all-sufficient in every
experience through which they were called to pass during their sojourn in a
strange land. The Scriptures proved to them a guide and a stay.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 428.

SUNDAY

1. According to the book of Daniel, what was happening during
the years BC 606-605?

DANIEL 1:1-3 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah
came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.
2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the
vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to
the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house
of his god. 3And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs,
that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed,
and of the princes.

2 CHRONICLES 36:5-7 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem: and he did
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his God. ’Against him came up
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to
Babylon. "Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of the house of the
Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon.

"Daniel placed himself in right relation to God and to his outward cir-
cumstances and opportunities. He was taken as a captive to Babylon, and
with others was placed under training, to be prepared for a place in the
king's court.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 174.

MONDAY

2. What young men were present in the Babylonian court? How
was Nebuchadnezzar’s purpose for them carried out?
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DANIEL 1:4, 6-7 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and
skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding sci-
ence, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s palace, and
whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans....
Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah: "Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names:
for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of
Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.

"Among those who maintained their allegiance to God were Daniel
and his three companions—illustrious examples of what men may become
who unite with the God of wisdom and power.... Seeing in these youth
the promise of remarkable ability, Nebuchadnezzar determined that they
should be trained to fill important positions in his kingdom.... The king
did not compel the Hebrew youth to renounce their faith in favor of idol-
atry, but he hoped to bring this about gradually. By giving them names
significant of idolatry, by bringing them daily into close association with
idolatrous customs, and under the influence of the seductive rites of hea-
then worship, he hoped to induce them to renounce the religion of their
nation and to unite with the worship of the Babylonians.” —Prophets and
Kings, pp. 480-481.

TUESDAY

What dilemma did they face, and what did they resolve?

DANIEL 1:5, 8-9 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the
king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three
years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.... But
Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the por-
tion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he
requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
’Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince
of the eunuchs.

“And now as Daniel and his fellows were brought to the test, they
placed themselves fully on the side of righteousness and truth. They did
not move capriciously, but intelligently. They decided that as flesh-meat
had not composed their diet in the past, it should not come into their diet
in the future, and as wine had been prohibited to all who should engage
in the service of God, they determined that they would not partake of it.
The fate of the sons of Aaron had been presented before them, and they
knew that the use of wine would confuse their senses, that the indulgence
of appetite would becloud their powers of discernment. These particulars
were placed on record in the history of the children of Israel as a warning
to every youth to avoid all customs and practices and indulgences that
would in any way dishonor God.

“Daniel and his companions knew not what would be the result of their
decision; they knew not but that it would cost them their lives; but they
determined to keep the straight path of strict temperance even when in
the courts of licentious Babylon.” —The Youth's Instructor, August 18, 1898.
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WEDNESDAY
What did they propose to Melzar?

DANIEL 1:10-14 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, | fear
my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why
should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your
sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. ""Then said
Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, "?Prove thy servants, | beseech thee, ten
days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. *Then let our
countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the
children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal
with thy servants. *So he consented to them in this matter, and proved
them ten days.

“This officer saw in Daniel good traits of character. He saw that he was
striving to be kind and helpful, that his words were respectful and cour-
teous, and his manner possessed the grace of modesty and meekness.
It was the good behavior of the youth that gained for him the favor and
love of the prince.

“In taking this step, Daniel did not act rashly. He knew that by the time
he was called to appear before the king, the advantage of healthful living
would be apparent. Cause would be followed by effect. Daniel said to
Melzar, who had been given charge of him and his companions: ‘Prove
thy servants, | beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat
and water to drink. Daniel knew that ten days would be time enough
to prove the benefit of abstemiousness.... Having done this, Daniel and
his companions did still more. They did not choose as companions those
who were agents of the prince of darkness. They did not go with a multi-
tude to do evil. They secured Melzar as their friend, and there was no fric-
tion between him and them. They went to him for advice, and at the same
time enlightened him by the wisdom of their deportment.” —The Youth’s
Instructor, September 6, 1900.

THURSDAY
What were the results?

DANIEL 1:15-20 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of
the king’s meat. "“Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and
the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. '7As for these four
children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom:
and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 8Now at the end
of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince
of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. ?And the king
communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king.
20And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired
of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrol-
ogers that were in all his realm.
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"When the four Hebrew youth were receiving an education for
the king's court in Babylon, they did not feel that the blessing of the
Lord was a substitute for the taxing effort required of them. They were
diligent in study; for they discerned that through the grace of God
their destiny depended upon their own will and action. They were to
bring all their ability to the work; and by close, severe taxation of their
powers, they were to make the most of their opportunities for study
and labor.

“While these youth were working out their own salvation, God was
working in them 'to will and to do of His good pleasure.' Here are revealed
the conditions of success. To make God's grace our own, we must act our
part. The Lord does not propose to perform for us either the willing or
the doing. His grace is given to work in us to will and to do, but never
as a substitute for our effort. Our souls are to be aroused to cooperate.
The Holy Spirit works in us, that we may work out our own salvation. This
is the practical lesson the Holy Spirit is striving to teach us.” =The Youth's
Instructor, August 20, 1903.

FRIDAY
What is the relationship between the body and mind?

ROMANS 12:1-2 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. ?And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

“As in the case of Daniel, in exact proportion as the spiritual charac-
ter is developed, the intellectual capabilities are increased.” —Review and
Herald, March 22, 1898.

SABBATH
What is God's purpose for His children?

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? ?°For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

“Daniel and his three companions had a special work to do. Although
greatly honored in this work, they did not become in any way exalted.
They were scholars, being skilled in secular as well as religious knowl-
edge; but they had studied science without being corrupted. They were
well-balanced because they had yielded themselves to the control of the
Holy Spirit. These youth gave to God all the glory of their secular, scien-
tific, and religious endowments. Their learning did not come by chance;
they obtained knowledge by the faithful use of their powers; and God
gave them skill and understanding.” —Letter 57, 1896.

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“True science and Bible religion are in perfect harmony.... The great men
of Babylon ... were anxious to mix in their heathen religion with that of the
Hebrews. Had Daniel and his fellows consented to such a compromise, they
would, in the view of the Babylonians, have been complete as statesmen, fit
to be entrusted with the affairs of the kingdom. But the four Hebrews entered
into no such arrangement. They were true to God, and God upheld them and
honored them. The lesson is for us. ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” —Letter 57, 1896.

* * %
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Sabbath, April 11, 2026

The Great Image

“... The great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass
hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” Daniel
2:45, last part.

“Great light shone forth from Daniel and his companions. Glorious things
were spoken of Zion, the city of the Lord. Thus the Lord designs that spiritual
light shall shine from His faithful watchmen in these last days. If the saints
in the Old Testament bore such a decided testimony of loyalty, how should
God's people today, having the accumulated light of centuries, shine forth,
when the prophecies of the Old Testament shed their veiled glory into the
future.” —Letter 32, 1899.

SUNDAY

1. What had King Nebuchadnezzar been thinking about before
he fell asleep? What did he see, and what caused him great
distress?

DANIEL 2:29, 2-4 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind
upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth
secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass.... °Then the king
commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and
stood before the king. And the king said unto them, | have dreamed a
dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. “Then spake the
Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the
dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

"To Daniel God revealed the light of His purposes, which had been
hidden for many generations. He chose that Daniel should see in vision
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the light of His truth, and reflect this light on the proud kingdom of Bab-
ylon. On the despot king was permitted to flash light from the throne of
God. Nebuchadnezzar was shown that the God of heaven was ruler over
all the monarchs and kings of earth. His name was to go forth as the God
over all gods. God desired Nebuchadnezzar to understand that the rulers
of earthly kingdoms had a ruler in the heavens.” —Letter 32, 1899.

MONDAY

What response to his request did he receive three times from
his wise men? What did he finally do?

DANIEL 2:4-5, 7, 10-18 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack,
O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation. °The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is
gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the inter-
pretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made
a dunghill....”They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it.... "°The Chaldeans
answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that
can shew the king’s matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that
asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. ""And it is
a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew
it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. "2For
this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy
all the wise men of Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise
men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain.
“Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of
the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:
"SHe answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so
hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. "Then
Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and
that he would shew the king the interpretation. "Then Daniel went to his
house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions: "®That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven con-
cerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon.

"Dissatisfied with their evasive answer, and suspicious because, despite
their pretentious claims to reveal the secrets of men, they nevertheless
seemed unwilling to grant him help, the king commanded his wise men,
with promises of wealth and honor on the one hand, and threats of death
on the other, to tell him not only the interpretation of the dream, but the
dream itself.... Filled with fear for the consequences of their failure, the
magicians endeavored to show the king that his request was unreason-
able and his test beyond that which had ever been required of any man.”
—Prophets and Kings, p. 492.

TUESDAY

How did God answer His servants’ prayer? What did Daniel
do?
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DANIEL 2:19-24 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night
vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. ?*Daniel answered and
said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might
are his: 2’And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings,
and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to
them that know understanding: ??He revealeth the deep and secret things:
he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. %3
thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me
wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired
of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter. 2*There-
fore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy
the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the
wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and | will shew unto the
king the interpretation.

"Together they sought for wisdom from the Source of light and knowl-
edge. Their faith was strong in the consciousness that God had placed
them where they were, that they were doing His work and meeting the
demands of duty. Intimes of perplexity and danger they had always turned
to Him for guidance and protection, and He had proved an ever-present
help. Now with contrition of heart they submitted themselves anew to the
Judge of the earth, pleading that He would grant them deliverance in this
their time of special need. And they did not plead in vain. The God whom
they had honored, now honored them.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 493.

WEDNESDAY
How did Daniel explain the situation to the king?

DANIEL 2:25-28, 30 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king
in haste, and said thus unto him, | have found a man of the captives of
Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. %The king
answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able
to make known unto me the dream which | have seen, and the interpreta-
tion thereof? ¥’Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The
secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrolo-
gers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; ?6But there is a
God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebu-
chadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions
of thy head upon thy bed, are these;... *°But as for me, this secret is not
revealed to me for any wisdom that | have more than any living, but for
their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that
thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.

"Behold the Jewish captive, calm and self-possessed, in the presence
of the monarch of the world’s most powerful empire. In his first words
he disclaimed honor for himself and exalted God as the source of all
wisdom.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 494.

THURSDAY

What did the king see in the dream?
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DANIEL 2:31-35 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This
great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the
form thereof was terrible. 3This image's head was of fine gold, his breast
and his arms of silver, his belly and his thights of brass, 33His legs of iron,
his feet part of iron and part of clay. **Thou sawest till that a stone was cut
out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron
and clay, and brake them to pieces. **Then was the iron, the clay, the brass,
the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that
no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became
a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

“This is the dream,’ confidently declared Daniel; and the king, listen-
ing with closest attention to every particular, knew it was the very dream
over which he had been so troubled. Thus his mind was prepared to
receive with favor the interpretation. The King of kings was about to com-
municate great truth to the Babylonian monarch. God would reveal that
He has power over the kingdoms of the world, power to enthrone and to
dethrone kings. Nebuchadnezzar's mind was to be awakened, if possible,
to a sense of his responsibility to Heaven. The events of the future, reach-
ing down to the end of time, were to be opened before him.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 497.

FRIDAY
What was its meaning?

DANIEL 2:37-44 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. ¥And where-
soever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of
the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over
them all. Thou art this head of gold. ?And after thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall
bear rule over all the earth. “°And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as
iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and
as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. *’And
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of
iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength
of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. “And
as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom
shall be partly strong, and partly broken. “*And whereas thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men:
butthey shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.
#“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and
it shall stand for ever.

“The image revealed to Nebuchadnezzar, while representing the dete-
rioration of the kingdoms of the earth in power and glory, also fitly rep-
resents the deterioration of religion and morality among the people of
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these kingdoms. As nations forget God, in like proportion they become
weak morally.

"Babylon passed away because in her prosperity she forgot God, and
ascribed the glory of her prosperity to human achievement.

“The Medo-Persian kingdom was visited by the wrath of heaven
because in this kihngdom God's law was trampled under foot. The fear
of the Lord found no place in the hearts of the people. The prevailing
influences in Medo-Persia were wickedness, blasphemy, and corruption.

“The kingdoms that followed were even more base and corrupt. They
deteriorated because they cast off their allegiance to God. As they forgot
Him, they sank lower and still lower in the scale of moral value.” —(The
Youth’s Instructor, September 22, 1903) Seventh-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 4, p. 1168.

SABBATH

7. How did the king react to God’s message that was contained
in the dream? What did he do?

DANIEL 2:46-49 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and
worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation
and sweet odours unto him. “The king answered unto Daniel, and said,
Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a
revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. “Then the king
made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over
all the wise men of Babylon. ¥*Then Daniel requested of the king, and he
set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of
Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

“Nebuchadnezzar felt that he could accept this interpretation as a
divine revelation; for to Daniel had been revealed every detail of the
dream. The solemn truths conveyed by the interpretation of this vision of
the night made a deep impression on the sovereign’s mind, and in humil-
ity and awe he ‘fell upon his face, and worshipped....

“Nebuchadnezzar saw clearly the difference between the wisdom of
God and the wisdom of the most learned men of his kingdom.” —The
Youth’s Instructor, September 8, 1903.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“Through the Hebrew captives the Lord was made known to the heathen
in Babylon. This idolatrous nation was given a knowledge of the kingdom the
Lord was to establish, and through His power maintain against all the power
and craft of Satan. Daniel and his fellow companions, Ezra and Nehemiah,
and many others were witnesses for God in their captivity. The Lord scattered
them among the kingdoms of the earth that their light might shine brightly
amid the black darkness of heathenism and idolatry.” —Letter 32, 1899.

* * %
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Sabbath, April 18,2026

The Fiery Furnace

"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome
them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”
Revelation 13:7.

"By many, the Sabbath of the fourth commandment is made void, being
treated as a thing of naught; while the spurious sabbath, the child of the
papacy, is exalted. In the place of God's laws, are elevated the laws of the man
of sin—laws that are to be received and regarded as the wonderful golden
image of Nebuchadnezzar was by the Babylonians. Forming this greatimage,
Nebuchadnezzar commanded that it should receive universal homage from
all, both great and small, high and low, rich and poor.” —-Manuscript 24, 1891.

SUNDAY

1. What did Nebuchadnezzar do that was related to the dream
that God had given him?

DANIEL 3:1-2 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose
height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it
up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. ?Then Nebuchadnez-
zar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the
captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all
the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

"From his rich store of treasure, Nebuchadnezzar caused to be made
a great golden image, similar in its general features to that which had
been seen in vision, save in the one particular of the material of which
it was composed. Accustomed as they were to magnificent representa-
tions of their heathen deities, the Chaldeans had never before produced
anything so imposing and majestic as this resplendent statue, threescore
cubits in height and six cubits in breadth. And it is not surprising that in
a land where idol worship was of universal prevalence, the beautiful and
priceless image in the plain of Dura, representing the glory of Babylon
and its magnificence and power, should be consecrated as an object of
worship. This was accordingly provided for, and a decree went forth that
on the day of the dedication all should show their supreme loyalty to the
Babylonian power by bowing before the image.” —Prophets and Kings, p.
505.
MONDAY

2. What was his purpose? What did he threaten?
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DANIEL 3:4-6 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O
people, nations, and languages, °That at what time ye hear the sound of
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick,
ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king
hath set up: ¢And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same
hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

“The appointed day came, and a vast concourse from all ‘people,
nations, and languages,’ assembled on the plain of Dura. In harmony
with the king's command, when the sound of music was heard, the whole
company ‘fell down and worshipped the golden image.” On that event-
ful day the powers of darkness seemed to be gaining a signal triumph;
the worship of the golden image bade fair to become connected perma-
nently with the established forms of idolatry recognized as the state reli-
gion of the land. Satan hoped thereby to defeat God's purpose of making
the presence of captive Israel in Babylon a means of blessing to all the
nations of heathendom....

"To Nebuchadnezzar, flushed with triumph, was brought the word that
among his subjects there were some who dared disobey his mandate.
Certain of the wise men, jealous of the honors that had been bestowed
upon the faithful companions of Daniel, now reported to the king their
flagrant violation of his wishes.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 506.

TUESDAY

3. Who became the center of attention in that situation? Why?

DANIEL 3:8, 12 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and
accused the Jews.... ?There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego;
these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

“Not all had bowed the knee to the idolatrous symbol of human power.

In the midst of the worshipping multitude there were three men who were

firmly resolved not thus to dishonor the God of heaven. Their God was

King of kings and Lord of lords; they would bow to none other.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 506.

WEDNESDAY

4. What happened immediately? What did the faithful young
men reply to the king’s threat?

DANIEL 3:13-18 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded
to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these
men before the king. "*Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods,
nor worship the golden image which | have set up? "Now if ye be ready
that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship
the image which | have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be
cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is
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that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? “Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we
are not careful to answer thee in this matter. "If it be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. ®But if not, be it known unto thee, O
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.

“In vain were the king's threats. He could not turn the men from their
allegiance to the Ruler of the universe. From the history of their fathers
they had learned that disobedience to God results in dishonor, disaster,
and death; and that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, the
foundation of all true prosperity. Calmly facing the furnace, they said, ‘O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be
so [if this is your decision], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, O
king. Their faith strengthened as they declared that God would be glori-
fied by delivering them, and with triumphant assurance born of implicit
trust in God, they added, ‘But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 507.

THURSDAY

How did Nebuchadnezzar react to their words of faith? What
did he determine to do?

DANIEL 3:19-23 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his
visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: there-
fore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one
seven times more than it was wont to be heated. °And he commanded
the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 2'Then
these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their
other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
2Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the fur-
nace exceeding hot, the flames of the fire slew those men that took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. *And these three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning
fiery furnace.

"When the king saw that his will was not received as the will of God,
he was ‘full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against these
men. Satanic attributes made his countenance appear as the countenance
of a demon; and with all the force he could command, he ordered that
the furnace be heated seven times hotter than its wont, and commanded
the most mighty men to bind the youth, and cast them into the furnace.
He felt that it required more than ordinary power to deal with these noble
men. His mind was strongly impressed that something unusual would
interpose in their behalf, and his strongest men were ordered to deal with
them.” =Signs of the Times, May 6, 1897.

SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



FRIDAY
6. Suddenly, what did the king see? What did he do?

DANIEL 3:24-26 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose
up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto
the king, True, O king. ?*He answered and said, Lo, | see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of
the fourth is like the Son of God. ?Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to
the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth,
and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of
the midst of the fire.

"How did Nebuchadnezzar know that the form of the fourth was
like the Son of God? He had heard of the Son of God from the Hebrew
captives that were in his kingdom. They had brought the knowledge
of the living God who ruleth all things.” —Review and Herald, May 3,
1892.

SABBATH

7. What was established? What decree did King Nebuchadnez-
zar issue?

DANIEL 3:27-30 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king’s
counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, nei-
ther were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.
2Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his ser-
vants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded
their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their
own God. *’Therefore | make a decree, That every people, nation, and
language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be
made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this
sort. ®Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the
province of Babylon.

“These faithful Hebrews possessed great natural ability and intellectual
culture, and they occupied a high position of honor; but all these advan-
tages did not lead them to forget God. All their powers were yielded to
the sanctifying influence of divine grace. By their godly example, their
steadfast integrity, they showed forth the praises of Him who had called
them out of darkness into His marvelous light. In their wonderful deliv-
erance was displayed, before that vast assembly, the power and majesty
of God. Jesus placed Himself by their side in the fiery furnace, and by
the glory of His presence convinced the proud king of Babylon that it
could be no other than the Son of God. The light of heaven had been
shining forth from Daniel and his companions, until all their associates
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understood the faith which ennobled their lives and beautified their char-
acters.” —Review and Herald, February 1, 1881.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“As in the days of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, so in the closing
period of earth’s history the Lord will work mightily in behalf of those who
stand steadfastly for the right. He who walked with the Hebrew worthies in
the fiery furnace will be with His followers wherever they are. His abiding
presence will comfort and sustain. In the midst of the time of trouble—trouble
such as has not been since there was a nation—His chosen ones will stand
unmoved. Satan with all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest of God's
saints. Angels that excel in strength will protect them, and in their behalf
Jehovah will reveal Himself as a ‘God of gods,’ able to save to the uttermost
those who have put their trust in Him.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 513.

* % %

Please read the Missionary Report
from the Colombian Union on page 79

17

Sabbath, April 25,2026

The Great Tree

“The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He turn-
eth it whithersoever He will. Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the
Lord pondereth the hearts.” Proverbs 21:1-2.

“The Lord God omnipotent reigneth. All kings, all nations, are His, under
His rule and government. His resources are infinite.

“Those upon whose actions hang the destinies of nations, are watched
over with a vigilance that knows no relaxation by Him who ‘giveth salvation
unto kings,’ to whom belong ‘the shields of the earth.” —Review and Herald,
March 28, 1907.

SUNDAY
1. What unique situation was repeated?

DANIEL 4:4-7 | Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing
in my palace: °| saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts
upon my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. Therefore made | a
decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might
make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. "Then came in the
magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers: and | told
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the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the inter-
pretation thereof.

"Greatly troubled by the dream, which was evidently a prediction of
adversity, the king repeated it to ‘the magicians, the astrologers, the Chal-
deans, and the soothsayers’ but although the dream was very explicit,
none of the wise men could interpret it. Once more in this idolatrous
nation, testimony was to be borne to the fact that only those who love
and fear God can understand the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.”
—Prophets and Kings, p. 516.

MONDAY

Who was summoned, and for what purpose?

DANIEL 4:8-9, 18 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name
was Belteshazzar, according to the name of my God, and in whom is the
spirit of the holy gods: and before him | told the dream, saying, O Belte-
shazzar, master of the magicians, because | know that the spirit of the holy
gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my
dream that | have seen, and the interpretation thereof.... ®This dream |
king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the
interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are
not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for
the spirit of the holy gods is in thee.

“The king in his perplexity sent for his servant Daniel, a man esteemed
for his integrity and constancy and for his unrivaled wisdom.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 516.

TUESDAY

What did the king see in a dream? What was Daniel’s reaction
to what the king told him about it?

DANIEL 4:10-17, 19 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; | saw,
and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was
great. '"The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached
unto heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: "?The leaves
thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all: the
beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt
in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 3| saw in the visions of my
head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down
from heaven; “He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut
off his branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get
away from under it, and the fowls from his branches: *Nevertheless leave
the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass,
in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven,
and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:"Let his
heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto him;
and let seven times pass over him. "This matter is by the decree of the
watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that
the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
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giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men....
"Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour,
and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let
not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. But Belteshazzar
answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the
interpretation thereof to thine enemies.

“The prophet realized that upon him God had laid the solemn duty of
revealing to Nebuchadnezzar the judgment that was about to fall upon
him because of his pride and arrogance. Daniel must interpret the dream
in language the king could understand; and although its dreadful import
had made him hesitate in dumb amazement, yet he must state the truth,
whatever the consequences to himself.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 517.

WEDNESDAY

What was the dream’s meaning? What did Daniel plead with
the king to do?

DANIEL 4:20-27 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong,
whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the
earth; 2’"Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was
meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose
branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: #It is thou, O king,
that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth
unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas
the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and
saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots
thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass
of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion
be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him; ?*This is the
interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is
come upon my lord the king: ?*That they shall drive thee from men, and
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee
to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and
seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. And whereas
they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall
be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do
rule. ¥?Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and
break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy
to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.

"For a time the impression of the warning and the counsel of the
prophet was strong upon Nebuchadnezzar; but the heart that is not
transformed by the grace of God soon loses the impressions of the Holy
Spirit. Self-indulgence and ambition had not yet been eradicated from
the king's heart, and later on these traits reappeared. Notwithstanding the
instruction so graciously given him, and the warnings of past experience,
Nebuchadnezzar again allowed himself to be controlled by a spirit of jeal-
ousy against the kingdoms that were to follow. His rule, which heretofore
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had been to a great degree just and merciful, became oppressive. Hard-
ening his heart, he used his God-given talents for self-glorification, exalt-
ing himself above the God who had given him life and power.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 519.

THURSDAY
What happened one year later?

DANIEL 4:29-33 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of
the kingdom of Babylon. 3°The king spake, and said, Is not this great Bab-
ylon, that | have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my
power, and for the honour of my majesty? 3'While the word was in the
king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnez-
zar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 3And they
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the
field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass
over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 3¥The same hour was the thing
fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat
grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs
were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.

"We are living in the last days of this earth'’s history, and we may be sur-
prised at nothing in the line of apostasies and denials of the truth. Unbe-
lief has now come to be a fine art which men work at to the destruction
of their souls. There is constant danger of there being shams in pulpit
preachers, whose lives contradict the words they speak; but the voice of
warning and of admonition will be heard as long as time shall last; and
those who are guilty of transactions that should never be entered into,
when reproved or counseled through the Lord’s appointed agencies, will
resist the message and refuse to be corrected. They will go on as did
Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, until the Lord takes away their reason, and
their hearts become unimpressible. The Lord's word will come to them;
but if they choose not to hear it, the Lord will make them responsible for
their own ruin.” —Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1170.

FRIDAY

At what point did God’'s judgment on the king end? What
change came over his mind?

DANIEL 4:34-36 And at the end of the days | Nebuchadnezzar lifted up
mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and |
blessed the most High, and | praised and honoured him that liveth for ever,
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from gen-
eration to generation: *And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed
as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto
him, What doest thou? 3At the same time my reason returned unto me;
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned
unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; and | was
established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me.
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"King Nebuchadnezzar, before whom Daniel so often honored the
name of God, was finally thoroughly converted, and learned to 'praise
and extol and honor the King of heaven. And to the close of his career
Daniel honored God.” —Review and Herald, January 11, 1906.

SABBATH
7. What amazing testimony did Nebuchadnezzar give?

DANIEL 4:37 Now | Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King
of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those
that walk in pride he is able to abase.

“Thus the king upon the Babylonian throne became a witness for God,
giving his testimony, warm and eloquent, from a grateful heart that was
partaking of the mercy and grace, the righteousness and peace, of the
divine nature.” —The Youth’s Instructor, December 13, 1904.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"The once proud monarch had become a humble child of God; the tyran-
nical, overbearing ruler, a wise and compassionate king. He who had defied
and blasphemed the God of heaven, now acknowledged the power of the
Most High and earnestly sought to promote the fear of Jehovah and the hap-
piness of his subjects. Under the rebuke of Him who is King of kings and
Lord of lords, Nebuchadnezzar had learned at last the lesson which all rulers
need to learn—that true greatness consists in true goodness. He acknowl-
edged Jehovah as the living God, saying, ‘I Nebuchadnezzar praise and
extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways
judgment: and those that walk in pride He is able to abase. God's purpose
that the greatest kingdom in the world should show forth His praise was now
fulfilled. This public proclamation, in which Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged
the mercy and goodness and authority of God, was the last act of his life
recorded in sacred history.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 521.

* * %

78 SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



MISSIONARY REPORT
FROM THE COLOMBIAN UNION
EL EDEN CLINIC PROJECT

To be read on Sabbath, April 25, 2026

The Special Sabbath School Offering
will be gathered on Sabbath, May 2, 2026

Colombia, officially known as the Republic of Colombia, is a sov-
ereign country located in northwestern South America. It is orga-
nized as a unitary, social democratic state, with a presidential system
of government that includes two legislative chambers. Its capital and
most populous city is Bogota. The nation has thirty-two decentralized
departments, along with the Capital District of Bogota, which houses
the national government.

The country is bordered on the north by the Atlantic Ocean; on
the east by Venezuela and Brazil, on the south by Peru and Ecuador,
and on the west by the Pacific Ocean and Panama. It has coasts on
both the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean through the Caribbean
Sea, where there are several islands, including the archipelago of San
Andrés, Providencia, and Santa Catalina.

The message of the Reform Movement first reached Colombia in
1940, when a Chilean pastor, Ignacio Riquelme, settled in the depart-
ment of Tolima, in the village of La Aurora, where the original message
was well received and the number of believers increased. The growth
of this community attracted the attention of the German pastor Carlos
Kozel, who was working throughout South America.

Civil war broke out in Colombia in the 1950s; and the believers,
as happened with the early Christian church, were forced to scatter
to different departments, taking the gospel and the Biblical Adventist
teachings to new places and establishing worship services around
the country. Finally, on July 26, 1965, this group of new believers was
registered with the Ministry of Justice as a Mission Field of the In-
ternational Missionary Society, Seventh-day Adventist, Reform Move-
ment. Today, the Union has 1,826 members.

The Colombian Union has done extensive evangelistic work, in-
cluding the establishment of a vocational school and a missionary
school. In addition, we have identified the need to develop a facility
where the members, staff, and others who suffer from health difficul-
ties may come to receive natural treatments.
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"Why do we establish sanitariums? That the sick who come to
them for treatment may receive relief from physical suffering, and
may also receive spiritual help. Because of their condition of health,
they are susceptible to the sanctifying influence of the medical mis-
sionaries who labor for their restoration. Let us work wisely, for their
best interests.

"We are not building sanitariums for hotels. Receive into our san-
itariums only those who desire to conform to right principles, those
who will accept the foods that we can conscientiously place before
them. Should we allow patients to have intoxicating liquor in their
room, or should we serve them with meats, we could not give them
the help they should receive in coming to our sanitariums. We must
let it be known that from principles we exclude such articles from our
sanitariums.” —Letter 218, 1908.

Following the commission given by God, we found a place where
this project could be developed. In 2000, with the initiative and small
offerings from the local churches in Bogotd, some lay brothers joined
together to find a location that would be accessible to all. With ef-
fort and sacrifice, we acquired a piece of land in the municipality of
Calarca.

This is a Colombian municipality in the department of Quindio. It
is the second most populated municipality after its capital, Armenia.
The city is located at an average altitude of 1,573 meters (5,161 feet)
above sea level, with a population of approximately 100,000. The
temperature ranges from 4 degrees C. (39 degrees F.) to 22 degrees
C.(72 degrees F.), depending on the season and rainfall. Annual pre-
cipitation varies between 1,700 and 2,400 millimeters (67-94 inches),
with a high relative humidity of approximately 85 percent.

The property we acquired covers an area of 11,200 meters (2.75
acres). We have obtained all of the necessary permits for the water,
sewer, and electricity connections. Banana, plantain, yucca, and avo-
cado plants are in place. The road has been paved. We are in the pro-
cess of obtaining the construction permit for the first building. It is for
this stage of the project that we ask our brothers and sisters around
the world to assist us for the glory of God to fill the need for health
care and other essential services.

We would like to express our gratitude to the current General
Conference administration for considering this project and providing
for it to receive the proceeds from the Special Offering to be gath-
ered next Sabbath. May the Lord bless you and continue to inspire
you with His Spirit to support the flock that is entrusted to us and to
help it to flourish.
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May the Lord also richly bless everyone whom the Holy Spirit in-
spires to make their offering a living sacrifice! “Cast thy bread upon
the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give a portion to
seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon
the earth.” Ecclesiastes 11:1-2.

Thank you in advance for responding to this call!

Your brother in Jesus Christ, our Lord,

—Alexander Linares R.
President of the Colombian Union
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SPECIAL SABBATH SCHOOL OFFERING
FOR the COLOMBIAN UNION

Let your offerings reflect the heavenly blessings that you have received!

8

Sabbath, May 2, 2026

An Ildolatrous Banquet

“It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes

strong drink.” Proverbs 31:4.

“Toward the close of Daniel’s life great changes were taking place in the

land to which, over threescore years before, he and his Hebrew companions
had been carried captive. Nebuchadnezzar, ‘the terrible of the nations’ (Eze-
kiel 28:7), had died, and Babylon, ‘the praise of the whole earth’ (Jeremiah

51

:41), had passed under the unwise rule of his successors, and gradual but

sure dissolution was resulting.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 522.

1.

2.

82

SUNDAY
What did King Belshazzar do?

DANIEL 5:1-4 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his
lords, and drank wine before the thousand. ?Belshazzar, whiles he tasted
the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusa-
lem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might
drink therein. 3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out
of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king,
and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. *They drank
wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood,
and of stone.

"With reason dethroned through shameless intoxication, and with
lowerimpulses and passions now in the ascendancy, the king himself took
the lead in the riotous orgy. As the feast progressed, he ‘commanded to
bring the golden and silver vessels which ... Nebuchadnezzar had taken
out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes,
his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.” —Prophets and Kings,
p.523.

MONDAY

What happened at that point? How did the king react to it?
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DANIEL 5:5-9 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's
palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. ¢Then the king's
countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the
joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.
"The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon,
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof,
shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and
shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 8Then came in all the king’s wise
men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the
interpretation thereof. “Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his
countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonished.

“Little did Belshazzar think that there was a heavenly Witness to his
idolatrous revelry; that a divine Watcher, unrecognized, looked upon the
scene of profanation, heard the sacrilegious mirth, beheld the idolatry. But
soon the uninvited Guest made His presence felt. When the revelry was at
its height a bloodless hand came forth and traced upon the walls of the
palace characters that gleamed like fire—words which, though unknown
to the vast throng, were a portent of doom to the now conscience-stricken
king and his guests.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 524.

TUESDAY

3. Who was summoned to interpret the strange writing?

DANIEL 5:10-12 Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and
his lords came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said,
O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy counte-
nance be changed: ""There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit
of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding
and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the
king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, | say, thy father, made master
of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; "?Forasmuch
as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were
found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let
Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation.

“Then the queen mother remembered Daniel, who, over half a century
before, had made known to King Nebuchadnezzar the dream of the great
image and its interpretation.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 527.

WEDNESDAY

What important statements did the king make concerning
Daniel?

>

DANIEL 5:13-16 Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king
spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children
of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?
4| have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that
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light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. "*And
now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that
they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpreta-
tion thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing: "*And
I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve
doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the
interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain
of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.

"Before that terror-stricken throng, Daniel, unmoved by the promises
of the king, stood in the quiet dignity of a servant of the Most High, not to
speak words of flattery, but to interpret a message of doom.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 529.

THURSDAY

. Whatdid Daniel tell him and his courtiers about God’s patience

with the king'’s grandfather as well as with his own foolishness
and pride?

DANIEL 5:17-23 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy
gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet | will read the writ-
ing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation. 8O thou
king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and
majesty, and glory, and honour: ?And for the majesty that he gave him, all
people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom
he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would
he set up; and whom he would he put down. ?°But when his heart was
lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took his glory from him: ?’And he was driven from the
sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was
with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet
with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God ruled in the
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 2And
thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou
knewest all this; °But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and
they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy
lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them, and thou
hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone,
which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath
is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.

"The prophet first reminded Belshazzar of matters with which he was
familiar, but which had not taught him the lesson of humility that might
have saved him. He spoke of Nebuchadnezzar's sin and fall, and of the
Lord’s dealings with him—the dominion and glory bestowed upon him,
the divine judgmentfor his pride, and his subsequent acknowledgment of
the power and mercy of the God of Israel; and then in bold and emphatic
words he rebuked Belshazzar for his great wickedness. He held the king's
sin up before him, showing him the lessons he might have learned but
did not. Belshazzar had not read aright the experience of his grandfather,
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nor heeded the warning of events so significant to himself. The opportu-
nity of knowing and obeying the true God had been given him, but had
not been taken to heart, and he was about to reap the consequence of his
rebellion.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 529.

FRIDAY

6. What words were inscribed on the wall, and what did they
mean?

DANIEL 5:24-28 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this
writing was written. °And this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin. ?°This is the interpretation of the thing: Mene; God hath
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. ?’Tekel; Thou art weighed in the
balances, and art found wanting. ?®Peres; Thy kingdom is divided, and
given to the Medes and Persians.

"While still in the festal hall, surrounded by those whose doom has
been sealed, the king is informed by a messenger that ‘his city is taken’
by the enemy against whose devices he had felt so secure; ‘that the pas-
sages are stopped,... and the men of war are affrighted. Verses 31, 32.
Even while he and his nobles were drinking from the sacred vessels of
Jehovah, and praising their gods of silver and of gold, the Medes and the
Persians, having turned the Euphrates out of its channel, were marching
into the heart of the unguarded city. The army of Cyrus now stood under
the walls of the palace; the city was filled with the soldiers of the enemy,
‘as with caterpillars’ (verse 14); and their triumphant shouts could be
heard above the despairing cries of the astonished revelers.” —Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 531.

SABBATH

7. What great historical change occurred in BC 539?

DANIEL 5:30-31 /n that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans
slain. 3'And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore
and two years old.

“Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been permit-
ted to occupy its place on the earth, that the fact might be determined
whether it would fulfill the purposes of the Watcher and the Holy One.
Prophecy has traced the rise and progress of the world’s great empires—
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with the
nations of less power, history has repeated itself. Each has had its period
of test; each has failed, its glory faded, its power departed.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 535.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“The history of nations speaks to us today. To every nation and to every
individual God has assigned a place in His great plan. Today men and nations
are being tested by the plummet in the hand of Him who makes no mistake.
All are by their own choice deciding their destiny, and God is overruling all
for the accomplishment of His purposes. The prophecies which the great |
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AM has given in His word, uniting link after link in the chain of events, from
eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tell us where we are today in the
procession of the ages and what may be expected in the time to come. All
that prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until the presenttime, has been
traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to
come will be fulfilled in its order.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 536.

* * %
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Sabbath, May 9, 2026

The Lions’ Den

“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is
peace.” Psalm 37:37.

“When Darius the Median took the throne formerly occupied by the Baby-
lonian rulers, he at once proceeded to reorganize the government. He ‘set
over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes;... and over these three
presidents; of whom Daniel was first.... Then this Daniel was preferred above
the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king
thought to set him over the whole realm.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 539.

SUNDAY

1. What happened to Daniel after Babylon was overthrown by
the Medes and Persians?

DANIEL 6:1-3 |t pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and
twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; 2And over
these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might
give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. °Then this
Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excel-
lent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

"Daniel’s position was not an enviable one. He stood at the head of a
dishonest, prevaricating, godless cabinet, whose members watched him
with keen, jealous eyes, to find some flaw in his conduct. They kept spies
on his track, to see if they could not in this way find something against
him. Satan suggested to these men a plan whereby they might get rid of
Daniel. Use his religion as a means of condemning him, the enemy said.”
—The Youth’s Instructor, November 1, 1900.

MONDAY

2. Not long afterward, what conspiracy was planned and put
into operation by the Medo-Persian statesmen?
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DANIEL 6:4-9 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion
against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occa-
sion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or
fault found in him. °Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion
against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of
his God. ¢Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the
king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. ’All the presidents
of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the
captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make
a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for
thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.
5Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth
not. *‘Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree.

“It may be a difficult matter for men in high positions to pursue the path
of undeviating integrity whether they shall receive praise or censure. Yet
this is the only safe course. All the rewards which they might gain by sell-
ing their honor would be only as the breath from polluted lips, as dross to
be consumed in the fire. Those who have moral courage to stand in oppo-
sition to the vices and errors of their fellowmen—it may be of those whom
the world honor—will receive hatred, insult, and abusive falsehood. They
may be thrust down from their high position, because they would not be
bought or sold, because they could not be induced by bribes or threats to
stain their hands with iniquity. Everything on earth may seem to conspire
against them; but God has set His seal upon His own work. They may
be regarded by their fellowmen as weak, unmanly, unfit to hold office;
but how differently does the Most High regard them. Those who despise
them are the really ignorant. While the storms of calumny and reviling
may pursue the man of integrity through life, and beat upon his grave,
God has the ‘well done’ prepared for him. Folly and iniquity will at best
yield only a life of unrest and discontent, and at its close a thorny dying
pillow. And how many, as they view their course of action and its results,
are led to end with their own hands their disgraceful career. And beyond
all this waits the Judgment, and the final, irrevocable doom, Depart!”
—Signs of the Times, February 2, 1882.

TUESDAY

What did Daniel do when he learned about the plot?

DANIEL 6:10-11 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he
went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. ""Then these men assem-
bled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

“The prophet’s enemies counted on Daniel’s firm adherence to prin-
ciple for the success of their plan. And they were not mistaken in their
estimate of his character. He quickly read their malignant purpose in fram-
ing the decree, but he did not change his course in a single particular.
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Why should he cease to pray now, when he most needed to pray? Rather
would he relinquish life itself, than his hope of help in God. With calmness
he performed his duties as chief of the princes; and at the hour of prayer
he went to his chamber, and with his windows open toward Jerusalem, in
accordance with his usual custom, he offered his petition to the God of
heaven. He did not try to conceal his act. Although he knew full well the
consequences of his fidelity to God, his spirit faltered not. Before those
who were plotting his ruin, he would not allow it even to appear that his
connection with Heaven was severed. In all cases where the king had a
rightto command, Daniel would obey; but neither the king nor his decree
could make him swerve from allegiance to the King of kings.” —Prophets
and Kings, p. 540.

WEDNESDAY

What did the conspirators do immediately, and how did the
king react to their complaint?

DANIEL 6:12-15 Then they came near, and spake before the king concern-
ing the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that
shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The
thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which alter-
eth not. 3Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which
is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor
the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a
day. “Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with
himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the
going down of the sun to deliver him. °Then these men assembled unto
the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes
and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may
be changed.

“Daniel in the lions’ den was the same Daniel who stood before the
king as chief among the ministers of state and as a prophet of the Most
High. A man whose heart is stayed upon God will be the same in the hour
of his greatest trial as he is in prosperity, when the light and favor of God
and of man beam upon him. Faith reaches to the unseen, and grasps eter-
nal realities.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 545.

THURSDAY

How was the king affected by the whole situation?

DANIEL 6:16-19 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and
cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel,
Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 7And a stone
was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it
with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might
not be changed concerning Daniel. "®Then the king went to his palace,
and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought
before him: and his sleep went from him. *Then the king arose very early
in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.
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"When the monarch heard these words, he saw at once the snare that
had been set for his faithful servant. He saw that it was not zeal for kingly
glory and honor, but jealousy against Daniel, that had led to the proposal
for aroyal decree. ‘Sore displeased with himself’ for his partin the evil that
had been wrought, he ‘labored till the going down of the sun’ to deliver
his friend. The princes, anticipating this effort on the part of the king,
came to him with the words, ‘'Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and
Persians is, that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be
changed. The decree, though rashly made, was unalterable and must be
carried into effect.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 543.

FRIDAY

6. What was he glad to find out the next morning? How was jus-
tice served?

DANIEL 6:20-24 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable
voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, ser-
vant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to
deliver thee from the lions? 2'Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live
for ever. ?My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions” mouths, that
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in
me; and also before thee, O king, have | done no hurt. 2Then was the king
exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel
up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of
hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. *And the king
commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and
they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives;
and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces
or ever they came at the bottom of the den.

"God did not prevent Daniel's enemies from casting him into the lions’
den; He permitted evil angels and wicked men thus far to accomplish
their purpose; but it was that He might make the deliverance of His ser-
vant more marked, and the defeat of the enemies of truth and righteous-
ness more complete.... Through the courage of this one man who chose
to follow right rather than policy, Satan was to be defeated, and the name
of God was to be exalted and honored.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 543.

SABBATH
7. What did Darius decree, and how did Daniel fare?

DANIEL 6:25-28 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and lan-
guages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. %] make
a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear
before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall
be even unto the end. #He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs
and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions. ?8So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in
the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

FIRST HALF 2026 89



"Strict compliance with the requirements of Heaven brings temporal as
well as spiritual blessings. Unwavering in his allegiance to God, unyield-
ing in his mastery of self, Daniel, by his noble dignity and unswerving
integrity, while yet a young man, won the ‘favor and tender love’ of the
heathen officer in whose charge he had been placed. Daniel 1:9. The
same characteristics marked his afterlife. He rose speedily to the posi-
tion of prime minister of the kingdom of Babylon. Through the reign of
successive monarchs, the downfall of the nation, and the establishment
of another world empire, such were his wisdom and statesmanship, so
perfect his tact, his courtesy, his genuine goodness of heart, his fidelity to
principle, that even his enemies were forced to the confession that ‘they
could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful.” —Patri-
archs and Prophets, p. 546.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“A careful study of the working out of God's purpose in the history of

nations and in the revelation of things to come, will help us to estimate at
their true value things seen and things unseen, and to learn what is the true
aim of life. Thus, viewing the things of time in the light of eternity, we may, like
Daniel and his fellows, live for that which is true and noble and enduring. And
learning in this life the principles of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, that
blessed kingdom which is to endure for ever and ever, we may be prepared
at His coming to enter with Him into its possession.” —Prophets and Kings, p.
548.

90
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Sabbath, May 16, 2026

Prophetic Beasts and Connections

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and
visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum
of the matters. Daniel spake and said, | saw in my vision by night, and, behold,
the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts
came up from the sea, diverse one from another.” Daniel 7:1-3.

“To Daniel was given a vision of fierce beasts, representing the powers of
the earth. But the ensign of the Messiah’s kingdom is a lamb. While earthly
kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical power, Christ is to banish every
carnal weapon, every instrument of coercion. His kingdom was to be estab-
lished to uplift and ennoble fallen humanity.” —Letter 32, 1899.

SUNDAY

1. In the vision given to Daniel, what characterized the first two
beasts? What kingdoms did they represent from BC 606 to
539, and from BC 539 to 331, respectively?

DANIEL 7:4-5 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: | beheld till
the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and
made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. >And
behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on
one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it:
and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

JEREMIAH 4:7 The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of
the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to make thy land
desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant.

“Babylon, shattered and broken at last, passed away because in pros-
perity its rulers had regarded themselves as independent of God, and
had ascribed the glory of their kingdom to human achievement. The
Medo-Persian realm was visited by the wrath of Heaven because in it
God's law had been trampled underfoot. The fear of the Lord had found
no place in the hearts of the vast majority of the people. Wickedness,
blasphemy, and corruption prevailed. The kingdoms that followed were
even more base and corrupt; and these sank lower and still lower in the
scale of moral worth.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 501.

MONDAY

2. How were the third and fourth symbolic beasts in the vision
described, reigning from BC 331 to 168, and from BC 168 to
AD 476, respectively? What did the prophecy describe, and
what was its meaning?

FIRST HALF 2026 91



92

DANIEL 7:6-7 After this | beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and
dominion was given to it. “After this | saw in the night visions, and behold
a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had
great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue
with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before
it; and it had ten horns.

“So ... the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so perishes all that has
not God for its foundation. Only that which is bound up with His purpose,
and expresses His character, can endure. His principles are the only stead-
fast things our world knows.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 548.

TUESDAY

What strange prophetic symbol did Daniel see that repre-
sented a power that would rule from AD 538 to 1798?

DANIEL 7:8, 20-21, 24-25 | considered the horns, and, behold, there
came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three
of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were
eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.... 2And
of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up,
and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth
that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.
21l beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them.... 2And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that
shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from
the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 2And he shall speak great words
against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and
think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until
a time and times and the dividing of time.

“This symbol,... represents the papacy, which succeeded to the power
and seat and authority once held by the ancient Roman empire....

“Says Daniel, of the little horn, the papacy: ‘He shall think to change
times and the law." Daniel 7:25, RV. And Paul styled the same power the
‘man of sin, who was to exalt himself above God. One prophecy is a com-
plement of the other. Only by changing God'’s law could the papacy exalt
itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus
changed would be giving supreme honor to that power by which the
change was made. Such an act of obedience to papal laws would be a
mark of allegiance to the pope in the place of God.” —The Great Contro-
versy, pp. 439, 446.

WEDNESDAY

What other scene was shown to the prophet?
DANIEL 7:9-10, 13-14, 22 | beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair

of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire. °A fiery stream issued and came forth from before
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him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were
opened.... ¥l saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him. "“And there was given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.... 22Until the
Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most
High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

"During the thousand years between the first and the second resur-
rection the judgment of the wicked takes place. The apostle Paul points
to this judgment as an event that follows the second advent. Judge noth-
ing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
hearts. 1 Corinthians 4:5. Daniel declares that when the Ancient of Days
came, judgment was given to the saints of the Most High. Daniel 7:22. At
this time the righteous reign as kings and priests unto God. John in the
Revelation says: 'l saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them. ‘They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with Him a thousand years. Revelation 20:4, é. It is at this time that,
as foretold by Paul, ‘the saints shall judge the world.” 1 Corinthians 6:2.
In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing their acts with the
statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds
done in the body. Then the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted
out, according to their works; and it is recorded against their names in the
book of death.” —The Great Controversy, p. 660.

THURSDAY
5. What explanation was he given?

DANIEL 7:17, 23-24 These great beasts, which are four, are four kings,
which shall arise out of the earth.... ?Thus he said, The fourth beast shall
be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all king-
doms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break
itin pieces. 2And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall
arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the
first, and he shall subdue three kings.

“The Holy Spirit represents worldly kingdoms under the symbol of
fierce beasts of prey.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 77.

"Prophecy has traced the rise and fall of the world’s great empires—
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with
nations of less power, history repeated itself. Each had its period of test,
each failed, its glory faded, its power departed, and its place was occu-
pied by another.” —Education, p. 176.

FRIDAY

6. What is the connection in prophecy between the image of
Daniel 2 and the beasts of Daniel 7?
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DANIEL 2:32-33; 7:3 This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 3*His legs of iron, his feet
part of iron and part of clay.... 73And four great beasts came up from the
sea, diverse one from another.

"Hundreds of years before certain nations came upon the stage of
action, the Omniscient One looked down the ages and predicted the rise
and fall of the universal kingdoms. God declared to Nebuchadnezzar that
the kingdom of Babylon should fall, and a second kingdom would arise,
which also would have its period of trial. Failing to exalt the true God, its
glory would fade, and a third kingdom would occupy its place. This also
would pass away; and a fourth, strong as iron, would subdue the nations
of the world.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 501.

SABBATH

7. How do those two prophecies relate to what is happening in
the religious world today?

DANIEL 7:25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and
laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the
dividing of time.

"Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” And,
says the prophet, 'l saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death.'..
The forty and two months are the same as the ‘time and times and the
dividing of time,’ three years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7—the
time during which the papal power was to oppress God's people. This
period, as stated in preceding chapters, began with the supremacy of the
papacy, AD 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the pope was made
captive by the French army, the papal power received its deadly wound,
and the prediction was fulfilled, ‘He that leadeth into captivity shall go into
captivity.” —The Great Controversy, p. 439.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“In past ages the Lord God of heaven revealed His secrets to His proph-
ets, and this He does still. The present and the future are equally clear to Him,
and He shows to His servants the future history of what shall be. The Omni-
scient looked down the ages and predicted through His prophets the rise
and fall of kingdoms hundreds of years before the events foretold took place.
The voice of God echoes down the ages, telling earth’s inhabitants what is to
take place. Kings and princes take their places at their appointed time. They
think they are carrying out their own purposes, but in reality they are fulfilling
the word God has given through His prophets...."” —=Christ Triumphant, p. 327.

* * %
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Sabbath, May 23, 2026

Prophetic Animals
and the Little Horn

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” Ephesians
1:17.

"When, therefore, he found, in his study of the Bible, various chronolog-
ical periods that, according to his understanding of them, extended to the
second coming of Christ, he could not but regard them as the ‘times before
appointed,” which God had revealed unto His servants. ‘The secret things,
says Moses, ‘belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our children forever;’ and the Lord declares
by the prophet Amos, that He ‘will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret
unto His servants the prophets. Deuteronomy 29:29; Amos 3:7. The students
of God's word may, then, confidently expect to find the most stupendous
event to take place in human history clearly pointed out in the Scriptures of
truth.” —Christ in His Sanctuary, p. 53.

SUNDAY

1. What vision was shown to Daniel concerning certain world
powers?

DANIEL 8:3-9 Then | lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there
stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were
high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. %I
saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no
beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver
out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great. >And
as | was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of
the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable
horn between his eyes. ’And he came to the ram that had two horns, which
I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his
power. ’And | saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with
choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there
was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the
ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the
ram out of his hand. éTherefore the he goat waxed very great: and when
he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable
ones toward the four winds of heaven. °And out of one of them came forth
a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward
the east, and toward the pleasant land.
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"All that God has in prophetic history specified to be fulfilled in the
past has been, and all that is yet to come in its order will be. Daniel, God'’s
prophet, stands in his place. John stands in his place. In the Revelation
the Lion of the tribe of Judah has opened to the students of prophecy
the book of Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his
testimony, that which the Lord revealed to him in vision of the great and
solemn events which we must know as we stand on the very threshold of
their fulfillment.” —Selected Messages, book 2, p. 109.

MONDAY

What was prophesied to occur in the years BC 330 and 323?

DANIEL 8:20-22 The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the
kings of Media and Persia. 2’And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and
the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king. 2Now that being
broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of
the nation, but not in his power.

“The truths that have been unfolding in their order, as we have
advanced along the line of prophecy revealed in the Word of God, are
truth, sacred, eternal truth today. Those who passed over the ground step
by step in the past history of our experience, seeing the chain of truth
in the prophecies, were prepared to accept and obey every ray of light.
They were praying, fasting, searching, digging for the truth as for hidden
treasures, and the Holy Spirit, we know, was teaching and guiding us.” -Ye
Shall Receive Power, p. 234.

TUESDAY

What empires had been shown to the prophet previously?
What was their end?

DANIEL 2:32-33; 7:5-7 This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and
his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, ¥*His legs of iron, his feet
part of iron and part of clay.... 7°And behold another beast, a second, like
to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the
mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour
much flesh. SAfter this | beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and
dominion was given to it. “After this | saw in the night visions, and behold
a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had
great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue
with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before
it; and it had ten horns.

“From the rise and fall of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel
and the Revelation, we need to learn how worthless is mere outward and
worldly glory. Babylon, with all its power and magnificence, the like of
which our world has never since beheld—power and magnificence which
to the people of that day seemed so stable and enduring—how com-
pletely has it passed away! As ‘the flower of the grass’ it has perished.
James 1:10. So perished the Medo-Persian kingdom, and the kingdoms
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of Grecia and Rome. And so perishes all that has not God for its founda-
tion. Only that which is bound up with His purpose, and expresses His
character, can endure. His principles are the only steadfast things our
world knows.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 548.

WEDNESDAY

What especially significant prophecy dealing with numbers
was presented to him?

DANIEL 8:14, 19 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hun-
dred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.... ?And he said, Behold, |
will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at
the time appointed the end shall be.

“The question, What is the sanctuary? is clearly answered in the Scrip-
tures. The term ‘sanctuary,” as used in the Bible, refers, first, to the taber-
nacle built by Moses, as a pattern of heavenly things; and, secondly, to the
‘true tabernacle’ in heaven, to which the earthly sanctuary pointed. At the
death of Christ the typical service ended. The ‘true tabernacle’ in heaven
is the sanctuary of the new covenant. And as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14
is fulfilled in this dispensation, the sanctuary to which it refers must be
the sanctuary of the new covenant. At the termination of the 2300 days,
in 1844, there had been no sanctuary on earth for many centuries. Thus
the prophecy, ‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed,’ unquestionably points to the sanctuary in
heaven.” —The Great Controversy, p. 417.

THURSDAY
How was Daniel affected by this vision?

DANIEL 8:26-27 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was
told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many
days. ?’And | Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward | rose up,
and did the king’s business; and | was astonished at the vision, but none
understood it.

FRIDAY

How important is this prophecy in the book of Daniel for God'’s
people today?

DANIEL 8:16-17 And | heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai,
which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.
7So he came near where | stood: and when he came, | was afraid, and fell
upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the
time of the end shall be the vision.

"As in the typical service there was a work of atonement at the close of
the year, so before Christ's work for the redemption of men is completed
there is a work of atonement for the removal of sin from the sanctuary.
This is the service which began when the 2300 days ended. At that time,
as foretold by Daniel the prophet, our High Priest entered the most holy,
to perform the last division of His solemn work—to cleanse the sanctuary.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 421.
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SABBATH
7. How does this prophecy relate to contemporary history?

Amos 3:7-8 Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his
secret unto his servants the prophets. éThe lion hath roared, who will not
fear? the Lord God hath spoken, who can but prophesy?

“Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic word saw that,
instead of coming to the earth at the termination of the 2300 days in
1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary
to perform the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 422.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long, continued
conflict between truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those things
that have been will be repeated. Old controversies will be revived, and new
theories will be continually arising. But God's people, who in their belief in ful-
fillment of prophecy have acted a partin the proclamation of the first, second,
and third angels’ messages, know where they stand.... They are to stand firm
as a rock, holding the beginning of their confidence steadfast unto the end.”
—Selected Messages, book 2, p. 109.

* * %

98 SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



22

Sabbath, May 30, 2026

A Delayed Explanation

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they

are they which testify of Me.” John 5:39.

“The angel had been sent to Daniel for the express purpose of explain-

ing to him the point which he had failed to understand in the vision of the
eighth chapter, the statement relative to time—'unto two thousand and three
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” After bidding Daniel
‘understand the matter, and consider the vision,’ the very first words of the
angel are: 'Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy
Holy City.” —The Great Controversy, p. 326.

1.

SUNDAY
In what was Daniel especially interested?

DANIEL 9:1-2 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed
of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; ?In
the first year of his reign | Daniel understood by books the number of the
years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he
would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

“Thus, while those who had remained loyal to God in the midst of Bab-
ylon were seeking the Lord and studying the prophecies foretelling their
deliverance, God was preparing the hearts of kings to show favor to His
repentant people.” —Review and Herald, March 21, 1907.

MONDAY
What did he do? Why?

DANIEL 9:3-5, 18-19 And | set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: “And |
prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord,
the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that
love him, and to them that keep his commandments; We have sinned,
and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled,
even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments...:"® O my
God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our des-
olations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present
our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great
mercies. 'O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer
not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called
by thy name.
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"Daniel’'s example of prayer and confession is given for our instruc-
tion and encouragement. For nearly seventy years, Israel had been in
captivity. The land which God had chosen for His own possession was
given into the hands of the heathen. The beloved city, the recipient of
Heaven'’s light, once the joy of the whole earth, was now despised and
degraded. The temple that had contained the ark of God's covenant and
the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat, was in ruins. Its very
site was desecrated by unholy feet. Faithful men who knew of the former
glory were filled with anguish at the desolation of the holy house that
had distinguished Israel as God's chosen people. These men had been
witnesses to the denunciations of God because of the sins of His people.
They had been witnesses to the fulfilment of this word. They had been
witnesses also to the promises of His favor if Israel would return to God,
and walk circumspectly before Him. Aged, gray-headed pilgrims went
up to Jerusalem to pray amid its ruins. They kissed its stones, and wet
them with their tears, as they entreated the Lord to have mercy on Zion,
and cover her with the glory of His righteousness. Daniel knew that the
appointed time for Israel’s captivity was nearly ended; but he did not feel
that because God had promised to deliver them, they themselves had
no part to act. With fasting and contrition he sought the Lord, confessing
his own sins and the sins of the people.” —Review and Herald, February 9,
1897.

TUESDAY

How did God respond to Daniel’s great longings?

DANIEL 9:20-23; 8:26-27 And whiles | was speaking, and praying, and
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my sup-
plication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God; ?'Yea,
whiles | was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom | had seen in
the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about
the time of the evening oblation. ?2And he informed me, and talked with
me, and said, O Daniel, | am now come forth to give thee skill and under-
standing. ZAt the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came
forth, and | am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore
understand the matter, and consider the vision.... ¥2°And the vision of the
evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up
the vision, for it shall be for many days. 2?And | Daniel fainted, and was sick
certain days; afterward | rose up, and did the king’s business; and | was
astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

"Yet God had bidden His messenger: ‘Make this man to understand
the vision.! That commission must be fulfilled. In obedience to it, the
angel, some time afterward, returned to Daniel, saying: ‘Il am now come
forth to give thee skill and understanding;’ 'therefore understand the
matter, and consider the vision. Daniel 8:27, 16; 9:22-23, 25-27. There
was one important point in the vision of chapter 8 which had been left
unexplained; namely, that relating to time—the period of the 2300 days;
therefore the angel, in resuming his explanation, dwells chiefly upon the
subject of time.” —The Great Controversy, p. 325.

100 SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS



4.

WEDNESDAY
What explanation did the prophet receive?

DANIEL 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

“The word here translated ‘determined’ literally signifies ‘cut off. Sev-
enty weeks, representing 490 years, are declared by the angel to be cut
off, as specially pertaining to the Jews. But from what were they cut off? As
the 2300 days was the only period of time mentioned in chapter 8, it must
be the period from which the seventy weeks were cut off; the seventy
weeks must therefore be a part of the 2300 days, and the two periods
must begin together. The seventy weeks were declared by the angel to
date from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jeru-
salem. If the date of this commandment could be found, then the starting
point for the great period of the 2300 days would be ascertained.” -The
Great Controversy, p. 326.

THURSDAY

What numbers were pinpointed in the explanation that the
angel gave to him?

DANIEL 9:25-27 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Mes-
siah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 2And after
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:
and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of
the war desolations are determined. 2?And he shall confirm the covenant
with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abomi-
nations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

“The decree of Artaxerxes went into effect in the autumn of 457 BC.
From this date, 483 years extend to the autumn of AD 27.... At that time
this prophecy was fulfilled. The word ‘Messiah’ signifies ‘the Anointed
One.' In the autumn of AD 27 Christ was baptized by John and received
the anointing of the Spirit.... ‘And He shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week. The ‘week’ here brought to view is the last one of
the seventy; it is the last seven years of the period allotted especially to
the Jews. During this time, extending from AD 27 to AD 34, Christ, at first
in person and afterward by His disciples, extended the gospel invitation
especially to the Jews....

"In the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation
to cease. In AD 31, three and a half years after His baptism, our Lord was
crucified. With the great sacrifice offered upon Calvary, ended that system
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of offerings which for four thousand years had pointed forward to the
Lamb of God....

"The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially allotted to the Jews,
ended, as we have seen, in AD 34. At that time, through the action of the
Jewish Sanhedrin, the nation sealed its rejection of the gospel by the mar-
tyrdom of Stephen and the persecution of the followers of Christ. Then
the message of salvation, no longer restricted to the chosen people, was
given to the world.” =The Great Controversy, pp. 327-328.

FRIDAY
6. How important was this prophecy?

DANIEL 9:2 In the first year of his reign Daniel understood by books the
number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the
prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem.

"Even the prophets who were favored with the special illumination of
the Spirit did not fully comprehend the import of the revelations com-
mitted to them. The meaning was to be unfolded from age to age, as
the people of God should need the instruction therein contained.” ~The
Great Controversy, p. 344.

SABBATH

7. What special importance does this prophecy have for God's
people today?

DANIEL 8:14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.

“Thus far every specification of the prophecies is strikingly fulfilled, and
the beginning of the seventy weeks is fixed beyond question at 457 BC,
and their expiration in AD 34. From this data there is no difficulty in finding
the termination of the 2300 days. The seventy weeks—490 days—having
been cut off from the 2300, there were 1810 days remaining. After the
end of 490 days, the 1810 days were still to be fulfilled. From AD 34, 1810
years extend to 1844. Consequently the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14 termi-
nate in 1844. At the expiration of this great prophetic period, upon the
testimony of the angel of God, ‘the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” —The
Great Controversy, p. 328.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic word saw that,
instead of coming to the earth at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844,
Christ then entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to perform
the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming.

"It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a sacrifice,
and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, the scapegoat typified
Satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins of the truly penitent will finally
be placed. When the high priest, by virtue of the blood of the sin offering,
removed the sins from the sanctuary, he placed them upon the scapegoat.
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When Christ, by virtue of His own blood, removes the sins of His people from
the heavenly sanctuary at the close of His ministration, He will place them
upon Satan, who, in the execution of the judgment, must bear the final pen-
alty. The scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, never to come
again into the congregation of Israel. So will Satan be forever banished from
the presence of God and His people, and he will be blotted from existence
in the final destruction of sin and sinners.” —The Great Controversy, p. 422.

* * %

23

Sabbath, June 6, 2026

Appearance of a Man

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places.” Ephesians 6:12.

“Day by day the conflict between good and evil is going on. Why is it that
those who have had many opportunities and advantages do not realize the
intensity of this work? They should be intelligent in regard to this. God is the
Ruler. By His supreme power He holds in check and controls earthly poten-
tates. Through His agencies He does the work which was ordained before the
foundation of the world.” —Letter 201, 1899.

SUNDAY

1. Following Daniel’s example, what should one do when he is
faced with circumstances that are humanly unsolvable?

DANIEL 10:1-2 /n the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed
unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true,
but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had
understanding of the vision. ?In those days | Daniel was mourning three
full weeks.

EZRA 1:1-5 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation through-
out all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus
king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. 3Who is there among you of all his people? his God be
with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the
house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.
“‘And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men
of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with
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beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusa-
lem. °Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up
to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

"Only a remnant had chosen to return from Babylon; and now, as they
undertake a work seemingly beyond their strength, their nearest neigh-
bors come with an offer of help. The Samaritans refer to their worship of
the true God, and express a desire to share the privileges and blessings
connected with the temple service. 'We seek your God, as ye do,’ they
declare. ‘Let us build with you." But had the Jewish leaders accepted this
offer of assistance, they would have opened a door for the entrance of
idolatry. They discerned the insincerity of the Samaritans. They realized
that help gained through an alliance with these men would be as nothing
in comparison with the blessing they might expect to receive by following
the plain commands of Jehovah.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 568.

MONDAY

What did Daniel see, and what happened to those who were
with him?

DANIEL 10:4-7 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as |
was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel; *Then I lifted up mine
eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins
were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: ¢His body also was like the beryl,
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire,
and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of
his words like the voice of a multitude. 7’And | Daniel alone saw the vision:
for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell
upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

“No less a personage than the Son of God appeared to Daniel. This
description is similar to that given by John when Christ was revealed to him
upon the Isle of Patmos. Our Lord now comes with another heavenly mes-
senger to teach Daniel what would take place in the latter days. This knowl-
edge was given to Daniel and recorded by Inspiration for us upon whom
the ends of the world are come.” —Review and Herald, February 8, 1881.

TUESDAY

. What was the prophet’s great concern, and what explanation

was given to him?

DANIEL 10:10-14 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon
my knees and upon the palms of my hands. ""And he said unto me, O
Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that | speak unto
thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am | now sent. And when he had
spoken this word unto me, | stood trembling. ?Then said he unto me, Fear
not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under-
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and
I am come for thy words. "*But the prince of the kingdom of Persia with-
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stood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me; and | remained there with the kings of Persia. "*Now | am
come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter
days: for yet the vision is for many days.

"By this we see that heavenly agencies have to contend with hindrances
before the purpose of God is fulfilled in its time. The king of Persia was
controlled by the highest of all evil angels. He refused, as did Pharaoh,
to obey the word of the Lord. Gabriel declared, He withstood me twen-
ty-one days by his representations against the Jews. But Michael came
to his help, and then he remained with the kings of Persia, holding the
powers in check, giving right counsel against evil counsel. Good and evil
angels are taking a part in the planning of God in His earthly kingdom. It
is God's purpose to carry forward His work in correct lines, in ways that will
advance His glory. But Satan is ever trying to counterwork God's purpose.
Only by humbling themselves before God can God's servants advance
His work. Never are they to depend on their own efforts or on outward
display for success.” —Letter 201, 1899.

WEDNESDAY

How did the conditions of God's people in Jerusalem affect
both Heaven and Daniel?

DANIEL 10:15-17 And when he had spoken such words unto me, | set my
face toward the ground, and | became dumb. "“And, behold, one like the
similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then | opened my mouth,
and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the
vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and | have retained no strength.
”For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for
me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath
left in me.

“Untiring in their opposition, the Samaritans ‘weakened the hands of
the people of Judah, and troubled them in building, and hired counsel-
ors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of
Persia, even until the reign of Darius. Ezra 4:4, 5. By false reports they
aroused suspicion in minds easily led to suspect. But for many years the
powers of evil were held in check, and the people in Judea had liberty to
continue their work.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 571.

THURSDAY
What conflict was revealed to the prophet?

DANIEL 10:18-21 Then there came again and touched me one like the
appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, "?And said, O man greatly
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when
he had spoken unto me, | was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak;
for thou hast strengthened me. ?°Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore |
come unto thee? and now will | return to fight with the prince of Persia: and
when | am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. ?'But | will shew
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thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that
holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.

"We have before us in the Word of God instances of heavenly agen-
cies working on the minds of kings and rulers, while at the same time
satanic agencies were also at work on their minds. No human eloquence,
in strongly set forth human opinions, can change the working of satanic
agencies. Satan seeks continually to block the way, so that the truth shall
be bound about by human devising; and those who have light and
knowledge are in the greatest danger unless they constantly consecrate
themselves to God, humiliating self, and realizing the peril of the times.
Heavenly beings are appointed to answer the prayers of those who are
working unselfishly for the interests of the cause of God. The very highest
angelsin the heavenly courts are appointed to work out the prayers which
ascend to God for the advancement of the cause of God. Each angel has
his particular post of duty, which he is not permitted to leave for any other
place. If he should leave, the powers of darkness would gain an advan-
tage.” —Letter 201, 1899.

FRIDAY

How important is it to know that God is omniscient and will
always intervene according to His providence?

PSALM 33:13-15 The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of
men. "From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants
of the earth. "He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.

“In the annals of human history the growth of nations, the rise and fall
of empires, appear as dependent on the will and prowess of man. The
shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be determined by his
power, ambition, or caprice. But in the word of God the curtain is drawn
aside, and we behold, behind, above, and through all the play and coun-
terplay of human interests and power and passions, the agencies of the
all-merciful One, silently, patiently working out the counsels of His own
will.” —Education, p. 173.

SABBATH

To what assurance will every spiritually minded person con-
stantly cling?

PSALM 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trou-
ble. ?Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters
thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swell-
ing thereof.

“The history of nations that one after another have occupied their
allotted time and place, unconsciously witnessing to the truth of which
they themselves knew not the meaning, speaks to us. To every nation and
to every individual of today God has assigned a place in His great plan.
Today men and nations are being measured by the plummet in the hand
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of Him who makes no mistake. All are by their own choice deciding their
destiny, and God is overruling all for the accomplishment of His purposes.

“The history which the great | AM has marked out in His word, uniting
link after link in the prophetic chain, from eternity in the past to eternity in
the future, tells us where we are today in the procession of the ages, and
what may be expected in the time to come. All that prophecy has foretold
as coming to pass, until the present time, has been traced on the pages
of history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to come will be
fulfilled in its order.” —Education, p. 178.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“As a people we do not understand as we should the great conflict going
on between invisible agencies, the controversy between loyal and disloyal
angels. Evil angels are constantly at work, planning their line of attack, con-
trolling as commanders, kings, and rulers, the disloyal human forces.... |
call upon the ministers of Christ to press home upon the understanding of
all who come within the reach of their voice, the truth of the ministration of
angels. Do not indulge in fanciful speculations. The written Word is our only
safety. We must pray as did Daniel, that we may be guarded by heavenly
intelligences. As ministering spirits angels are sent forth to minister to those
who shall be heirs of salvation. Pray, my brethren, pray as you have never
prayed before. We are not prepared for the Lord’s coming. We need to make
thorough work for eternity.” —Letter 201, 1899.

* * %

24

Sabbath, June 13, 2026

Another Vision

“Who hath declared this from ancient time?... Have not | the Lord? and
there is no God else beside Me.” [saiah 45:21.

“The Bible is the most ancient and the most comprehensive history that
men possess. It came fresh from the fountain of eternal truth, and throughout
the ages a divine hand has preserved its purity. It lights up the far-distant past,
where human research in vain seeks to penetrate. In God's word only do we
behold the power that laid the foundations of the earth and that stretched
out the heavens. Here only do we find an authentic account of the origin of
nations. Here only is given a history of our race unsullied by human pride or
prejudice.” —Education, p. 173.

SUNDAY

1. Underwhat empire was Daniel living when he received another
vision? What was going to happen in the political realm?
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DANIEL 11:1-2 Also | in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to
confirm and to strengthen him. 2And now will | shew thee the truth. Behold,
there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far
richer than they all: and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up
all against the realm of Grecia.

MONDAY

2. What important prophecy given to Ezekiel paralleled the
events described in Daniel 11?

EZEKIEL 21:25-27 And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is
come, when iniquity shall have an end, ?Thus saith the Lord God; Remove
the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him
that is low, and abase him that is high. ?I will overturn, overturn, overturn,
it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and | will give
it him.

"The kingdom was then subject to Babylon. When Babylon fell, and
Medo-Persia succeeded, it was overturned the first time. When Medo-Per-
sia fell and was succeeded by Greece, it was overturned the second time.
When the Greek empire gave way to Rome, it was overturned the third
time. And then says the word, ‘It shall be no more, until He come whose
rightitis; and | will give it Him." Who is He whose right it is? ‘Thou ... shalt
call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father
David: And He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His
kingdom there shall be no end.” Luke 1:31-33. And while He was here as
‘that Prophet,’ a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, the night in
which He was betrayed He Himself declared, ‘My kingdom is not of this
world. Thus the throne of the Lord has been removed from this world and
will ‘be no more, until He come whose right it is,’ and then it will be given
Him. And that time is the end of this world, and the beginning of ‘the
world to come.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 762.

TUESDAY

3. What important details concerning the Greek Empire were
portrayed in this vision, as well as in previous ones?

DANIEL 11:3-4; 2:39; 7:6 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule
with great dominion, and do according to his will. “And when he shall
stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the
four winds of heaven, and not to his posterity, nor according to his domin-
ion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others
beside those.... #3And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to
thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all
the earth.... 7¢After this | beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had
upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and
dominion was given to it.

WEDNESDAY

4. What significant events in the Roman Empire were recorded?
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DANIEL 11:20, 21 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the
glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall be destroyed, neither
in anger, nor in battle. 2’And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to
whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in
peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

LUKE 2:1, 4-5; 3:1-2 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out
a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.... “And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the
house and lineage of David:) *To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.... ¥'Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of lturaea and of the region of
Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 2Annas and Caiaphas
being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zach-
arias in the wilderness.

THURSDAY

What other power was presented here, as well as in previous
visions?

DANIEL 11:30, SECOND PART, 36-37, 39; 7:21, 25 ... Therefore he shall
be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant:
so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that
forsake the holy covenant.... 3And the king shall do according to his will;
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall
speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the
indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.
3’Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women,
nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all..... 3Thus shall
he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowl-
edge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many,
and shall divide the land for gain.... 7'l beheld, and the same horn made
war with the saints, and prevailed against them;... 2And he shall speak
great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the
most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given
into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.

“In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its
seat of power was fixed in the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was
declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given place
to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast 'his power, and his seat,
and great authority.” Revelation 13:2. And now began the 1260 years of
papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation.
Daniel 7:25; Revelation 13:5-7. Christians were forced to choose either to
yield their integrity and accept the papal ceremonies and worship, or to
wear away their lives in dungeons or suffer death by the rack, the fagot,
or the headsman’s ax. Now were fulfilled the words of Jesus: ‘Ye shall be
betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and
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some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated
of all men for My name's sake.’ Luke 21:16, 17. Persecution opened upon
the faithful with greater fury than ever before, and the world became a
vast battlefield. For hundreds of years the church of Christ found refuge
in seclusion and obscurity. Thus says the prophet: 'The woman fled into
the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and three-score days. Revelation
12:6." —=The Great Controversy, p. 54.

FRIDAY

. What do the Scriptures show about the experiences of God's
people in turbulent times?

DANIEL 11:31-35 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute
the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they
shall place the abomination that maketh desolate. 3And such as do wick-
edly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people
that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 3And they that
understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. *Now when
they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave
to them with flatteries. *°*And some of them of understanding shall fall, to
try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the
end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:3-4, 9-12 Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; *“Who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.... Even
him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders, "°’And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in
them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they
might be saved. ""And for this cause God shall send them strong delu-
sion, that they should believe a lie: "?That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

"When the early church became corrupted by departing from the sim-
plicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost
the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the consciences of
the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result was
the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and employed
it to further her own ends, especially for the punishment of ‘heresy.'..

"It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil
government, and this prepared the way for the development of the
papacy—the beast. Said Paul: 'There’ shall ‘come a falling away,... and that
man of sin be revealed. 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the church
will prepare the way for the image to the beast.” —The Great Controversy,
p.443.
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SABBATH
7. What is the significance of these statements?

REVELATION 13:5-10 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking
great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue
forty and two months. “’And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against
God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in
heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to
overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues,
and nations. 8And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world. ?If any man have an ear, let him hear. '° He that leadeth
into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.

“"Satan will work with all power and ‘with all deceivableness of unrigh-
teousness.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10. His working is plainly revealed by the
rapidly increasing darkness, the multitudinous errors, heresies, and delu-
sions of these last days. Not only is Satan leading the world captive, but
his deceptions are leavening the professed churches of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The great apostasy will develop into darkness deep as midnight.
To God's people it will be a night of trial, a night of weeping, a night of
persecution for the truth’s sake. But out of that night of darkness God's
light will shine.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 717.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"Prophecy tells us that we are near the close of time.... God's word should
be received as the foundation and the finisher of our faith. It is to be received
with the understanding and with the whole heart; it is life and is to be incor-
porated into our very existence. Thus received, the word of God will humble
man at the footstool of mercy and separate him from every corrupting influ-
ence.” —Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 374.

* * %
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Sabbath, June 20, 2026

Additional Prophetic
Revelations

"And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto
Him?... I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.” Luke 18:7-8.

“Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we
should seek to become perfect in Christ. Not even by a thought could our
Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds in human
hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cher-
ished, by means of which his temptations assert their power. But Christ
declared of Himself: ‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing
in Me.!! John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in the Son of God that would
enable him to gain the victory. He had kept His Father's commandments, and
there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage. This is the con-
dition in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 623.

SUNDAY

1. What very important prophecy for the end time was revealed
to Daniel?

DANIEL 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be
found written in the book.

"When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads for
the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished
their work. They have received ‘the latter rain,’ ‘the refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, and they are prepared for the trying hour before
them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from
the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has been brought
upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine
precepts have received 'the seal of the living God. Then Jesus ceases His
intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud
voice says, ‘It is done;" and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He
makes the solemn announcement: ‘He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still’ Revelation
22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the
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atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His
subjects is made up; ‘the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heaven,’ is about to be given to the heirs of
salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.” —The
Great Controversy, p. 613.

MONDAY

2. What Biblical character's experience represented the circum-
stances that the prophet saw would occur at the end of time?

GENESIS 32:24-30 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man
with him until the breaking of the day. >And when he saw that he prevailed
not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of
Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. ?And he said, Let
me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, | will not let thee go, except thou
bless me. ?And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.
ZAnd he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. ?And
Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, | pray thee, thy name. And he said,
Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him
there. °And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for | have seen
God face to face, and my life is preserved.

"Jacob’s night of anguish, when he wrestled in prayer for deliverance
from the hand of Esau (Genesis 32:24-30), represents the experience of
God's people in the time of trouble. Because of the deception practiced to
secure his father’s blessing, intended for Esau, Jacob had fled for his life,
alarmed by his brother’s deadly threats. After remaining for many years
an exile, he had set out, at God's command, to return with his wives and
children, his flocks and herds, to his native country. On reaching the bor-
ders of the land, he was filled with terror by the tidings of Esau’s approach
at the head of a band of warriors, doubtless bent upon revenge. Jacob'’s
company, unarmed and defenseless, seemed about to fall helpless vic-
tims of violence and slaughter. And to the burden of anxiety and fear was
added the crushing weight of self-reproach, for it was his own sin that
had brought this danger. His only hope was in the mercy of God; his only
defense must be prayer. Yet he leaves nothing undone on his own part to
atone for the wrong to his brother and to avert the threatened danger. So
should the followers of Christ, as they approach the time of trouble, make
every exertion to place themselves in a proper light before the people,
to disarm prejudice, and to avert the danger which threatens liberty of
conscience.” —The Great Controversy, p. 616.

TUESDAY
3. What was the amazing result for him?

HOSEA 12:4 Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept,
and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he
spake with us.
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“Through humiliation, repentance, and self-surrender, this sinful,
erring mortal prevailed with the Majesty of heaven. He had fastened his
trembling grasp upon the promises of God, and the heart of Infinite Love
could notturn away the sinner’s plea. As an evidence of his triumph and an
encouragement to others to imitate his example, his name was changed
from one which was a reminder of his sin, to one that commemorated his
victory. And the fact that Jacob had prevailed with God was an assurance
that he would prevail with men. He no longer feared to encounter his
brother’s anger, for the Lord was his defense.” —The Great Controversy,
p.617.

WEDNESDAY

What did God promise concerning His people in the time of
trouble?

ISAIAH 33:16 He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the
munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.

"Though God'’s people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent
upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they suffer is not a dread
of persecution for the truth’s sake; they fear that every sin has not been
repented of, and that through some fault in themselves they will fail to
realize the fulfillment of the Saviour's promise: | ‘will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world. Revelation
3:10....

"The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice in heaven exclaiming:
‘Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come
down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but
a shorttime. Revelation 12:12. Fearful are the scenes which call forth this
exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath of Satan increases as his
time grows short, and his work of deceit and destruction will reach its
culmination in the time of trouble.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 619, 623.

THURSDAY
How intense will the time of trouble be for the faithful?

ISAIAH 49:14-16 But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord
hath forgotten me. *Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should
not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet
will I not forget thee. '“Behold, | have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands; thy walls are continually before me.

“As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against
commandment keepers shall withdraw the protection of government
and abandon them to those who desire their destruction, the people of
God will flee from the cities and villages and associate together in com-
panies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places. Many will find
refuge in the strongholds of the mountains.... But many of all nations and
of all classes, high and low, rich and poor, black and white, will be cast
into the most unjust and cruel bondage. The beloved of God pass weary
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days, bound in chains, shutin by prison bars, sentenced to be slain, some
apparently left to die of starvation in dark and loathsome dungeons. No
human ear is open to hear their moans; no human hand is ready to lend
them help.... Will the Lord forget His people in this trying hour?... The
Lord of hosts has said: ‘He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His
eye. Zechariah 2:8." —The Great Controversy, p. 626.

FRIDAY

6. What was prophesied about God'’s final judgments that will
fall on the world’s inhabitants?

REVELATION 14:9-10; 15:1 And the third angel followed them, saying with
a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, "°The same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb,... "'And
| saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having
the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.

AMoOs 8:11-12 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that | will send
a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord: '?And they shall wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the
word of the Lord, and shall not find it.

“These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would
be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that have ever
been known to mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of
probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ
has shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in
the final judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy.” —The Great
Controversy, p. 628.

SABBATH

7. How will God’s people be protected?

ISAIAH 41:17 When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and
their tongue faileth for thirst, | the Lord will hear them, | the God of Israel
will not forsake them.

PSALMS 121:5-7; 91:3-10 The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade
upon thy right hand. ¢The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon
by night. “The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy
soul.... *"3Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and
from the noisome pestilence. *He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buck-
ler. °Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that
flieth by day; $Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the
destruction that wasteth at noonday. ’A thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. 8Only with
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thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. *Because
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy hab-
itation; "°There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh
thy dwelling.

"The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis
which His people are to meet, when earthly powers shall be arrayed
against them. Like the captive exile, they will be in fear of death by star-
vation or by violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea before
Israel, will manifest His mighty power and turn their captivity. ‘They shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up My jewels;
and | will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
Malachi 3:17. If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this
time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield
a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be a testimony to convince
others of the truth; for the obdurate heart has beaten back the waves of
mercy until they return no more. If the righteous were now left to fall a
prey to their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince of darkness.
Says the psalmist: ‘In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavil-
jon: in the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me. Psalm 27:5. Christ
has spoken: ‘Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut
thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.’ Isaiah 26:20-21.
Glorious will be the deliverance of those who have patiently waited for
His coming and whose names are written in the book of life.” —-The Great
Controversy, p. 634.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

“"As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy throughout
Christendom, and religious and secular authorities have combined to enforce
the observance of the Sunday, the persistent refusal of a small minority to
yield to the popular demand will make them objects of universal execration.
It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the
church and a law of the state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for
them to suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawless-
ness. The same argument many centuries ago was brought against Christ by
the ‘rulers of the people.’ ‘It is expedient for us, said the wily Caiaphas, ‘that
one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not!
John 11:50. This argument will appear conclusive; and a decree will finally be
issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment,
denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment and giving the
people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism in the
Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course
toward those who honor all the divine precepts.” —The Great Controversy, p.
615.

* k% %
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Please read the Missionary Report
from the Costa Rican Field on page 121

26

Sabbath, June 27, 2026

Past, Present, and Future

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Hebrews 13:8.

"Christ’s love for His children is as tender as it is strong. And it is stronger
than death; for He died to purchase our salvation, and to make us one with
Him, mystically and eternally one. So strong is His love that it controls all His
powers, and employs the vast resources of heaven in doing His people good.
It is without variableness or shadow of turning—the same yesterday, today,
and forever. Although sin has existed for ages, trying to counteract this love
and obstruct its flowing earthward, it still flows in rich currents to those for
whom Christ died.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 519.

SUNDAY
1. What stunning event was revealed to Daniel?

DANIEL 12:2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con-
tempt.

“All who have died in the faith of the third angel’'s message come forth
from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who
have kept His law. ‘They also which pierced Him' (Revelation 1:7), those
that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the most violent
opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to behold Him in His
glory and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.” —The
Great Controversy, p. 637.

MONDAY

2. How were the faithful described?

DANIEL 12:3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
and ever.

"The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour
of Jesus’ coming, and delivering the everlasting covenant to His people.
Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through the earth. The Israel
of God stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances
are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did the face of Moses when he
came down from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when the
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blessing is pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping His
Sabbath holy, there is a mighty shout of victory.” —The Great Controversy,
p. 640.

TUESDAY

What did he write about the two groups of people who will be
in existence right before Jesus returns?

DANIEL 12:10 Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the
wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but
the wise shall understand.

"It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of
His people. The sun appears, shining in its strength. Signs and wonders
follow in quick succession. The wicked look with terror and amazement
upon the scene, while the righteous behold with solemn joy the tokens
of their deliverance. Everything in nature seems turned out of its course.
The streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds come up and clash against
each other. In the midst of the angry heavens is one clear space of inde-
scribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many
waters, saying: ‘It is done. Revelation 16:17." —The Great Controversy, p.
636.

WEDNESDAY

What commission did the prophet receive at the end of his
work?

DANIEL 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up
and sealed till the time of the end.

“The firstand second messages [Revelation 14:6-8] were given in 1843
and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of the third; but all
three of the messages are still to be proclaimed. It is just as essential now
as ever before that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking for
the truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the proclamation, showing
their order and the application of the prophecies that bring us to the third
angel's message.... The book that was sealed was not the book of Reve-
lation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel that related to the last
days.... When the book was opened, the proclamation was made, ‘Time
shall be no longer. The book of Daniel is now unsealed, and the revela-
tion made by Christ to John is to come to all the inhabitants of the earth.
By the increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to stand in the
latter days.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 338.

THURSDAY

. What else did he see happening at the end of time?

DANIEL 12:4, LAST PART ... Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
be increased.

"But that part of his prophecy which related to the last days, Daniel was
bidden to close up and seal ‘to the time of the end.” Not till we reach this
time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, based
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on the fulfillment of these prophecies. But at the time of the end, says the
prophet, ‘many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
Daniel 12:4.

“The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of
Christ in his day. ‘That day shall not come,’ he says, ‘except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed. 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Not
till after the great apostasy, and the long period of the reign of the ‘man of
sin,’ can we look for the advent of our Lord. The ‘man of sin,’ which is also
styled ‘the mystery of iniquity, ‘the son of perdition,” and 'that wicked,’
represents the papacy, which, as foretold in prophecy, was to maintain
its supremacy for 1260 years. This period ended in 1798. The coming of
Christ could not take place before that time. Paul covers with his caution
the whole of the Christian dispensation down to the year 1798. It is this
side of that time that the message of Christ's second coming is to be pro-
claimed.” —=The Great Controversy, pp. 355, 356.

FRIDAY

. What parts of the great prophetic chain were repeated at the

end of this prophetic book?

DANIEL 12:7, 11-12 And | heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon
the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand
unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a time,
times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the
power of the holy people, all these things shall be finished.... ""And from
the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination
that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and
ninety days. '?Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three
hundred and five and thirty days.

“Thus far every specification of the prophecies is strikingly fulfilled,
and the beginning of the seventy weeks is fixed beyond question at 457
BC, and their expiration in AD 34. From this data there is no difficulty in
finding the termination of the 2300 days. The seventy weeks—490 days—
having been cut off from the 2300, there were 1810 days remaining. After
the end of 490 days, the 1810 days were still to be fulfilled. From AD 34,
1810 years extend to 1844. Consequently the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14
terminate in 1844. At the expiration of this great prophetic period, upon
the testimony of the angel of God, ‘the sanctuary shall be cleansed. Thus
the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary—which was almost universally
believed to take place at the second advent—was definitely pointed out.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 328.

SABBATH
How critically important are the final words of the book of
Daniel?

DANIEL 12:13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and
stand in thy lot at the end of the days.
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"When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of
those who in all ages have professed to be followers of Christ have been
examined and decided, then, and not till then, probation will close, and
the door of mercy will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, ‘They that
were ready went in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut,
we are carried down through the Saviour's final ministration, to the time
when the great work for man's salvation shall be completed.” —Christ in
His Sanctuary, p. 106.

FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY

"Christ sees the termination of the conflict. The battle is waging more and
more fiercely. Soon He will come whose right it is, and will take possession
of all earthly things. All the confusion in our world, all the violence and crime,
are a fulfillment of the words of Christ. They are signs of the nearness of His
coming.” —Letter 264, 1903.

* * %
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MISSIONARY REPORT
FROM THE COSTA RICAN FIELD

To be read on Sabbath, June 27, 2026

The Special Sabbath School Offering
will be gathered on Sabbath, July 4, 2026

o our dear brothers and sisters around the world:

We greet you in the love of the Lord with Ruth 2:12: “The Lord rec-
ompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of
Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.”

It fills us with joy to be able to write to you, wishing you great
blessings from heaven and the peace of God that surpasses all un-
derstanding in your hearts and homes.

Costa Rica is located in the Central American Isthmus. It borders
Nicaragua to the north, Panama to the south, the Caribbean Sea to
the east, and the Pacific Ocean to the west. It has an area of 51,100
square kilometers (31,752 square miles) with a population of less
than 6 million. This is a small country that God has blessed with great
biodiversity; more than 20 percent of the national territory is in pro-
tected areas. Costa Rica is considered one of the 25 most biodiverse
countries in the world. More than 500,000 species live in this small
territory, which represents 6 percent of the world'’s biodiversity.

In 2024, Costa Rica was listed in the top 20 happiest countries in
the world at number 12. It is a country of peace, without an army, full
of hospitality, and characterized by a love for true values.

By the grace of God, the message of Reformation arrived in this
country inthe 1950s, embraced by a small group in the city of Alajuela.
Later, Brother Gilberto Villala Gomez and Sister Maria Brown, an Ec-
uadorian couple, began to work in the country and shared the mes-
sage with several families, thus giving rise to the first official church in
the province of San Jose in the town of Mozotal, Guadalupe. For sev-
eral years, the believers defended the faith and fought for a place to
call their own until, with much struggle and faith, they saw that dream
become reality.

There are currently 11 churches, some missions, and 200 souls dis-
tributed throughout the country. The membership is small but faithful,
inspired by God to help His work grow every day.

For several years, the Field has desired to have a place of its own
to hold conferences and to plan for a missionary school like that of
the prophets set up by the prophet Samuel in Israel. This included in-
struction in Biblical principles and doctrine, sharing the word of God,
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and conducting activities that help to enlighten every nation, tongue,
and people with the heavenly message.

With this dream in mind and the help and cooperation of the be-
lievers, we have managed to acquire a beautiful piece of land for
the glory of God. It measures 23,780 square meters (about six acres)
and has a great variety of fruit trees, large plots of land, two streams,
and abundant wildlife. It is a blessing from God that we have named
Meraki, a Greek word that means to do everything with love, as writ-
tenin 1 Corinthians 16:14:"... Let all your things be done with charity.”
We have worked very hard to acquire this property and finally make it
ours. Something that was a dream for so many years is now a reality.

There is a small house on the property that we purchased, butit is
not large enough to accommodate all of the believers who will come
for conferences. We are planning to rent equipment to develop open
spaces and build facilities so that we can enjoy the gift that God has
given us. However, currently our primary need is to construct a build-
ing for public meetings and activities as well as for accommodations
for the different churches in the country and visitors. Therefore, with
all humility, we come to you now to request your valuable contribu-
tions so that what began as just a dream and now we see with our own
eyes can be developed into a great blessing for the children, youth,
and adults.

We are committed to taking care of what God has placed in our
hands, and your generous cooperation will be used in the best way in
the fear of the Lord.

We thank all of you for your contributions in support of the
Costa Rican Field and pray that God will bless your lives, homes, and
churches. May we continue to grow in love, faithfulness, and wisdom.
God bless you greatly.

—Pastor Felipe Acuna
Costa Rican Field President
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American Union Headquarters
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 199 ® Norman Park, GA 31771
Phone: 877-467-1914 ¢ Email: info@sda1888.org

American Union Churches/Meeting Places

CA, Huntington Park Church

2877 E. Florence Avenue
Huntington Park, CA 90255
323-583-5444

CA, Riverside Church
7631 Philbin Ave.
Riverside, CA 92503-1971
908-578-4156

CA, Sacramento Church
For information call:
916-690-4847

(Gretchen Schendel)

CA, San Jose Church
Grace Baptist Church

484 E. San Fernando Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408-514-7047

CA, Vista Church
For information call:
760-224-1041
(Susan Genter)

CO, Denver Church
9999 E. Mississippi Ave.
Denver, CO 80247-1927
303-361-9999

DC, Washington Church
Belle View Church

7415 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22307
240-805-4619

FL, Miami Church
“First Hungarian United
Church”

2230 NW 14th Street
Miami, FL 33125
305-643-1392

FL, Orlando Church
Church of the Nazarene
1670 N. Chickasaw Trail
Orlando, FL 32825
407-488-6202 (English)
786-274-3645 (Spanish)

FL, St. Petersburg Church
For information call:
813-767-5429

(Maggie Troncoso)

FL, Tampa Church
10306 N. Nebraska Ave.
Tampa, FL 33612-6823
207-512-0724 or
207-624-2986

GA, Acworth Church
6880 Rock Ridge Road
Acworth, GA 30102
770-318-6015

GA, Cedartown Church
625 West Avenue
Cedartown, GA 30125
770-748-0077

GA, Livingston Church
1348 Fosters Mill Road
Rome, GA 30161
201-281-7533

GA, Marietta Church
1152 Gann Road
Marietta, GA 30008
678-294-6972

GA, Norman Park Church
Peace Chapel, Admin. Bldg.
4243 US Highway 319 North
Norman Park, GA 31771
229-769-3011

IA, Des Moines Church
For information call:
515-630-9697

(Jorge Leon)

IL, Chicago Church
For information call:
224-310-7713
(Rufo Samano)

MI, Detroit Church
4411 5th Street
Ecorse, MI 48174
734-494-0368

NJ, Cranford Church
43 Johnson Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
813-812-9830

NY, Bronx Church
2808 Middletown Road
Bronx, NY 10461-5301
718-931-0592
720-325-0368

NY, Brooklyn Church
For information call:
917-816-2824

(Nidya Sanchez)

PA, Philadelphia Church
For information call:
787-326-7645

(Elvis Feliciano)

PR, Camuy Church

Barrio “Cibao”

Callejon los Rios, sec. Cuchilla
Carretera 456

Camuy, PR 00627
787-463-2634

(Humberto or Vilma Ajucum)

PR, Fajardo Church
Calle Quifiénez Carb. 209
Barriada Obrera

Fajardo, PR 00738
787-429-4810

(Rafael Feliciano)

PR, Arroyo Church
For information call:
787-382-8032
(Carlos Diaz)

PR, Hormigueros Church
Carretera Nueva 344
Hormigueros, PR 00660
787-486-7450

(Jose Luis Acevedo)

PR, Santurce Church
Ernesto Vigoreaux 502
Barrio Obrero

San Juan, PR 00916
787-463-2658

(Gary Ajucum)

Rl, Providence Church
“Iglesia de Dios Peniel”
91 Montgomery Ave.
Pawtucket, Rl 02860-5556
720-998-2446

(Joami Barnedo)

TX, Dallas Church
11014 Shiloh Road
Dallas, TX 75228
321-278-5805

TX, Houston Church
411 Avenue East
Highlands, TX 77562
713-478-7480
832-605-4304




